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GIVING NEW DIRECTION TO
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— INDUSTRY LEADER.

Designing and producing unique, high quality stamping tools for concrete
professionals around the world, Proline Concrete Tools continues to lead
the industry. The goal is a very satisfied customer - Proline has the tools
to do the job reliably, consistently and beautifully. I]
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In an untapped garage makeover industry, you can...

Build on Our Experience

Franchise Opportunity!

Limited Territories!

Direct Pricing!

Fast Growing Market!

e
A

sraprral

B
3\ -
B

| 7
\Fesrisars ;
;5;;;(;!(‘;:{”’ 4
ko x el
153 i.rfuffﬂ)"} y
e
_:;gftf-:.ﬁ’

Get your piece of the action in one of the fastest growing

segments of home improvement today!

We offer the widest range of Floor Coatings, Cabinets,

Ceiling Storage Racks and Storage Accessories.

Call Us Today!

Garagegxpeﬂs USA: 1-866-9XPERTS (997-3787) » International: 310-632-1039

UNGLUTTER YOUR WORLD -com
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We’re jumping in
with both feet.

SpectraQuartz Colored Quartz is now available from Kretus Group.

SpectraQuartz® Colored Quartz transforms flooring, walls, decks, and concrete into inviting
living and working spaces...providing distinctive color, texture, and durability.

SpectraQuartz is high-purity quartz that is permanently pigmented in an amazing array
of distinctive colors. It won't bleed or fade, and it's UV, chemical, and acid resistant,
retaining its beauty and hardness for years.

And now, SpectraQuartz is available from Kretus Group.

Produced with an environmentally friendly technology, SpectraQuartz adds style and
excitement to virtually any commercial or residential project. Find out more:
visit www.spectraquartz.com today.

Transform your next flooring project. .
Contact Kretus Group, our new distributor ~i

in Southern California, today. Spectra
Visit us at World of Concrete, Booth S14204.
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WITH THIS MANY

OPTIONS

YOU’LL BE TOTALLY FLOORED.

PRODUCTS - KRETUS ELITE « BUSINESS SERVICES = TRAINING
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We’re your go-to source for proven products that

coat, stain, polish and seal your concrete. A world of Kretus

products and services for contractors big and small...

CONCRETE ENHANCEMENTS, SOLUTIONS & SUPPLIES

SpectraQuartz, SIKA Epoxies and Urethanes,
KretusCHIP Flakes, Kretus Polyescent Decorative Flooring, 1.888.457.3887 : kretusgroup.com
American Decorative Concrete Stains & Dyes and more.
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ﬁﬂﬁ Publisher's Letter

Dear Readers,

Early on a recent Saturday, our little dog Truffle
died suddenly of a stroke at only seven years of age.
While I personally have limited affection for small dogs,
the family was pretty devastated. The incident saddened
me as well as I witnessed my family’s unhappy loss.

At church the next morning, it struck me as I gazed
upon the cross mounted behind the altar that we don't
fully appreciate many things in life until they are taken
away from us. It’s only then that we begin to notice
another’s influence on our lives.

The evening of Truffle’s death, our family decided to find a movie that could
lift everyone’s spirits. We ended up watching “Elf,” a humorous holiday movie
about one of Santa’s oversized helpers named Buddy. While the other elves enjoy
Buddy’s friendship, they just don't see any potential for this oversized elf as a toy
maker. Buddy ultimately catches on to their discontent. Fortunately however,
Buddy possesses an incredible Christmas spirit, and he clearly has more than
enough to go around.

Ultimately, Buddy is encouraged to go find his real dad in New York. There,
he not only finds his dad, he makes some good friends. Although many see him
as an oddball because of his cheesy smile and elf outfit, they grow to appreciate
his Christmas spirit, and it quickly becomes contagious and evident in everyone’s
life. When Santa’s sleigh suddenly experiences jet-engine problems and has to
land in Central Park for repairs, the fact that everyone’s spirit is reaching an all-
time high results in Santa’s sleigh no longer needing the engine to propel itself.

While “Elf” temporarily raised the family spirits at home that evening, the
movie’s underlying message also impressed me. “Elf” promotes an essential
ingredient for bringing quick and sustained relief to our industry — namely, a
positive attitude.

As I mentioned in the previous issue of this magazine, it's up to each of
us, as family providers and as business and community leaders, to demonstrate
confidence and commitment to progress. Without this, economic woes will only
be seen as destructive and unfortunate, rather than as an opportunity.

As you peruse the pages of this issue I'm confident you'll find that the
decorative concrete industry has no shortage of opportunities.

Singerely

B

b ML

Bent Mikkelsen, Publisher

Get access to the Concrete Decor archives

Concrete Decornow features the
industry’s ultimate online search tool
for finding just about anything related to
decorative concrete. Start by going to www.
concretedecor.net. At the top of the page
simply enter a keyword such as “stencil,”
“stain” or “admixture.” In less than a
second we'll search more than seven years
of articles and information from the pages
of Concrete Decorand provide you with an
extensive list of results.

Enter the access code shown below
to gain access to Concrete Decor’s online
archive of articles.

Article Access Code:
Truffle

This password changes every issue. To
continue receiving both the print magazine
and access to our archives, renew your
subscription today. Concrete Decoris
the industry’s foremost magazine on
decorative concrete.
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CrownShield®sL CrownSpatter CrownPro SparkShield i CrownCove: & CrownHybrid#

TURN GREEN INTO GOLD

Crown Products Are Good As Gold. Crown has become the industry leader by In addition, Crown's Polymer College provides a
Successful contractors and installers understand offering innovative products, expert technical level of marketing & sales support and hands-on
that Crown Palymers "Green" products can help back-up and the finest customer service in the technical training that is unmatched in the industry.
improve their bottom line. business. As a result, an increasing number of If you are interested in learning more about how
Long before the need was widely recognized, architects, contractors and installers are turning to maximize your profitability, talk to the experts
Crown’s polymer scientists foresaw the demand for to Crown for the industry's most expansive line al Crown Polymers today.
environmentally sensitive building materials and of decorative and industrial floor overlays.
began producing zero VOC/HAP products. Today, Crown’s polymer scientists are creating
In today's compelitive marketplace, new and improved standards that are sure to crown
savvy installers know that by using Crown have an industry-wide impacl. POLYMERS®
Polymers products they can reduce time .?wwm FLOOR COATINGS

spent on the job site, lower labor costs and
substantially increasing overall profitability on
every project,

Learn how to sell and install these unique
systems at our Polymer College. Call Today!

WE'RE SETTING NEW IR W CTANDARDS! o & See CrownCové In Action!
i rimloa fruecine sttt View demonstrations of our vastly

COME SEE WHAT WE'RE UP TO A WORLD OF CONCRETE! .4 aly l singrwved precast vove systein ot

VISIT BOOTHS: $14327 & 5G22625 il The World of Concrete, booth 514327

Corporate Headquarters: 888.732.1270 | www.crownpolymers.com | info@crownpolymers.com | Call For Manufacturer Representative Opportunities
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Features

Artisan in Concrete:
PBC Companies, Brea, Calif.

One of the largest decorative concrete companies in the country is
still finding plenty of room to grow.
by David Searls

Project Profile:
1013 Enslen Ave., Modesto, Calif.,

At their showpiece house, the artisans at Flying Turtle Cast
Concrete let their imaginations soar.
by Christina Camara

Choosing the Right Floor Sealer
Penetrating or film-forming, water-based or solvent-based, your
sealer is just as important as any other element of your project.
Here’s a guide for sorting through your options — plus tips on
some clever effects you can create with them.
by Amy Johnson

Concrete in Cold Weather
When the weather outside is frightful, decorative concrete work
isn't so delightful. These stories tell how some contractors fought
through the cold to finish their projects.
by Emily Panter

Dressed to Tilt
How the decorative concrete revolution is starting to push tilt-up
walls into the 21st century.
by Kelly O’Brien

2008 Concrete Restoration Contest
We announce the winners in Exterior and Interior categories.

Onthe Cover: Afireplace in a Modesto, Calif, home is just one of many decorative
concrete showpieces installed at the residence. Flying Turtle Cast Concrete made
the piece. For more information, please turn to page 40.

Photo by Matthew J. Visser
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GranQuariz

HIGH PERFORVMANCE FLOOR PREPARATION

AND POLISHING SOLUTIONS

Ppdillgiyy

Commercial Grinding Machines

Our Product Range

GranQuartz Stone & Concrete Systems is the exclusive dealer for Surface Pro® Floor Machines,
Diamonds, Concrete Densifiers, Sealers and Dust Extraction Equipment. We offer the most complete
range of tools and equipment for concrete, natural stone and terrazzo coatings removal, surface

preparation and polishing.

Our Service Philosophy
It's simple. Because every floor is different, the sale doesn't end when the product ships.
Our experienced and knowledgeable service team partners with you to ensure that you get the job

done on budget, on time and every time.

St Superstore Locations

PO Box 2206 .

A O Atlanta + Chicago * Denver

Fax: 770-399:3007 Houston ¢ Phoenix * Pompano Beach

GranQuartz.com

B

SeirteePro

Diamonds
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MASONRY | CONSTRUCTION

Come and visit us at booth 031038
February 3-6 2009
Las Vegas NV.

GranQuartz

Stone & Concrete Systems

We are technology, knowledge and service.

GranQuartz Stone & Concrete Systems reserves the right to make changes in design, engineering, or specifications and to add improvements or disconfinue manufacture at any time without notice or obligation. Consult the applicable operator

manual before utilizing the product GranQuartz, GranQuartz Stone & Cancrete Systems and Surface Pro® logos are registered trademarks,
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O|Green Technology
I Global Solutions

* February: 17" - 19"

* March: 17" - 19"

* April: 14" - 16"

* May: 12" - 14"

¢ June: No Class

e July: 14" - 16"

® August: 11t - 13w

e September: 15" - 17"
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e November: 17 - 19"
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HTC University - Global Education from the Industry Leader

HTC is a monthly training seminar, established in 2005, to educate interested parties about
HTC Superfloor™ polished concrete. HTC University leverages 15 years of experience
working with polished concrete, dry and wet grinding and polishing, concrete concepts,
polishing techniques, floor preparation, decorative concrete, and maintenance with
| Twister™. HTC also educates customers on how to market HTC Superfloor™ polished @
concrete and estimate and bid contracts. Attendees may include existing customers,
HTC UNIVERSITY potential customers, rental companies, end-users, potential end users, architects, spec
Superfloor

Q writers, new machine operators, and facility managers interested in polished concrete
v. from around the world.

Sign-up by visiting www.htc-america.com or call HTC at 1-877-482-8700
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Industry News

A new division of Metal Forms Corp.

Metal Forms Corp., a manufacturer in the
concrete construction industry since 1909, has
launched a new Meta Art division.

Using recycled scraps from Metal Forms
Corp.’s major manufacturing operations, Larry
Oleson, Meta Art’s master sculptor, hand-crafts
each Meta Art sculpture to capture the strength,
beauty and unique characteristics of bears, moose,
large birds and other animals.

Made from steel scraps and powder coatings,
these environmentally friendly art pieces are
strong and durable. Large sculptures can come
with custom name engraving.

(% www.metalforms.com

Foundation releases guide to fly ash study

The RMC Research & Education Foundation
has released “Guide for the Construction Team,” a
companion to “New Technology-Based Approach
to Advance Higher Volume Fly Ash Concrete with
Acceptable Performance,” a report released in
September.

The new guide complements the original
study, which was conducted at the National Ready
Mixed Concrete Association’s research laboratory.
The study demonstrated that ready-mix concrete
producers may use a greater amount of fly ash
— a recycled material — in concrete mixtures
while maintaining strength and performance and
while still being able to attain early-age strengths.
The new guide is intended to assist the entire
construction team in efforts to integrate more fly
ash in a variety of construction projects.

Both the original study and the guide are
available for download from the Foundation’s
Web site and are also available as part of the
Foundation’s Research Supporting Sustainable
Development CD.

(% www.rmc-foundation.org

Husqvarna combines operation facilities

Husqvarna Construction Products has
integrated its Corona and Torrance operations in
one facility located at 265 Radio Road, Corona,
Calif. The move was completed at the end of
September.

Husqvarna Construction Products is a market
leader in machinery and diamond tools for the
construction and stone industries. Its product
lines include power cutters, floor saws, tile and
masonry saws, wall and wire saws, core drilling
machines and diamond tools for these and other
applications.

(® www.husqvarna.com

Prosoco hires group
specialist

Prosoco Inc., a
manufacturer of products
that clean, protect and
maintain concrete, brick
and stone architecture, has
added a new member to
its Consolideck finished
concrete flooring team.

As Prosoco’s concrete products group
specialist, Jeff Dykstra will promote Consolideck
high-performance flooring products, develop new
business, conduct training and consult on projects.
Though he has responsibilities nationwide, Jeff
is based out of North Las Vegas, and will focus
mostly on the Western United States.

A 20-year veteran of the construction industry,
Dykstra has run his own Chicago-based finished
concrete flooring company, A & I Futuristic
Flooring, since 2000. He’s installed more than half
a million square feet of finished concrete flooring
throughout the Midwest, including at numerous
Expo Design Centers and Chicago’s City Colleges.
(% www.prosoco.com

The Ultimate In Concrete Design
www.matcrete.com
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What CouldYOU do with Cement”
No Steel + No Rebar & only 1,/2 inch thick

SURECRETE

carpenterstone

Decorative and Specialty Concrete Manufacturer

- 10,000 PSI
- BEND CONCRETE

- OUT OF MOLD IN 4 HOURS

- BEGIN POLISHING IN 8 HOURS

ANtreme  COUNTERTOP

S<reme  [IGHTWEIGHT

- 65% LIGHTER THAN CONCRETE
- 2,200 PSI

- TENSILE STRENGTH OF 800 PSI

- FIREPROOF & MOLD RESISTANT

- POUR OVER ASPHALT!

- 10,000 PSI

- POUR/STAMP/STAIN ALL IN ONE DAY!
- MAKE CEMENT TILESUP TO 4' X 4’

Toll Free 1-800-544-8488
Local 1-352-567-7973

wwWW.SURECRETEDESIGN.COM
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FLEXIBLE BED
SPIKED SHOES

For Floor Coating Contractors

NEW WZOOQ...

“ROUNDED TIP”
FLEXIBLE BED
SPIKED SHOES
For use in applying
Decorative Concrete Toppings

and other High Build
Cementitious Materials

» A Revolution in
“Safety”
* No More Punctured
Primers

Sue what tat 38+
World of Concrete

Booth S11355
ﬁ MIDWEST RAKE

COMPANY LLC
www.midwestrake.com
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Industry News

ERE

Promotions and a hire at Tindall

Tindall Corp. has announced two
promotions at its Virginia Division, and
one new hire at its Georgia Division.

Charles “Chuck” Wynings has
been promoted to General Manager
of the Virginia
Division, located
in Petersburg,
Va. Wynings has
been with Tindall
Corp. since 1999,
previously serving
as engineering
manager. His career
has included five years with consulting
engineers H. Wilden & Associates Inc.,
and nine years with precaster New
Enterprise Stone & Lime Co. Inc.

Also at the Virginia Division,
Jeff Lepard, P.E., has been promoted
to engineering
manager. Lepard
has served at
Tindall for more
than seven years,
previously as a
project engineer. His
extensive precast

74
experience also a
includes a decade
with a Pennsylvania precast company.

Phillip J. Iverson, P.E., has been
appointed to the position of general
manager for the
company’s Georgia
Division in Conley.
A member of the
precast industry
for many years,
Iverson comes
to Tindall from
Spancrete of Illinois
Inc., where he most
recently served as director of business
development. His precast experience
includes engineering, estimating
and sales positions for other precast,
prestressed concrete companies, as well
as technical director of the Precast/
Prestressed Concrete Institute for a
number of years.

Tindall Corp. is a leader in the
design and manufacture of precast,
prestressed concrete framing systems
for mixed-use, educational, commercial,

institutional, industrial and parking
structures; modular products for
the corrections industry; and utility
products.

(% www.tindallcorp.com

Bonsal American realigns key
leadership in response to growth

Bonsal American Inc. has added a
new position to its leadership team and
has promoted two other members to
better handle growth.

Gil Seco has been promoted
to senior vice
president and
general manager of
the construction
products division,
which includes
products sold under
the ProSpec brand.

Bill Ashton
has been named
chief operating
officer of the dry
mix division, which
includes products
sold under the
Sakrete brand.

Andy
Brinkmeier has
been named
vice president
of business
development, and
Daniel Benigni has
been promoted from
regional controller
to vice president of
finance.

“The
reorganization of our leadership team
is key to positioning Bonsal American
for continued growth and market
leadership,” said David Maske, president
of Bonsal American, in a press release.

Bonsal American Inc. is one of the
largest producers of packaged building
material products in the United States,
including cement mixes, concrete repair
and restoration products and tile setting
products.

(% www.bonsalamerican.com
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® Epoxy Flooring Systems 4 Stencils

Concrete Coatings Inc. is the choice of professionals across the country for superior concrete products.
Detailed training, exceptional service and outstanding technical support are vital in decorative concrete
projects. We are dedicated to our role as an industry leader. Visit our website to see our demonstration
dates and locations held across the country.

—— WORLD oF Concrete Coatings Inc. is a proud sponsor of the

— - CONCRETE" * 2009 Artistry in Decorative Concrete Demonstration.

\/ Visit our outdoor booth #040926 and learn more about our products at The World of Concrete,
WORLD OF | TECHNOLOGY FOR
MASONRY | coNsTRUCTION February 3rd through 6th, 2009 at The Las Vegas Convention Center.

1105 N. 1600 W. Layton, UT 84041 « 800-443-2871 « FAX 801-544-5896

www.ConcreteCoatingsinc.com
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Makita to adopt new torque testing method

Makita U.S.A. Inc., manufacturer of industrial power
tools and accessories and member of the Power Tool Institute,
will adopt the new PTI Torque Procedure to measure torque
in cordless drills, including driver-drills and hammer driver-
drills in driver-drill mode. The new test method, agreed upon
by all major power tool companies in the Power Tool Institute,
is the industry’s first standard for measuring torque in drills.

Prior to PTI's new standard, power tool manufacturers
conducted their own torque measurement in-house or with
third-party testing labs. The torque numbers were not useful

HOW DO YOU MAKE A LOT OF
RUBBER MOLDS IN A HURRY?

's EZ| b

T = , *{ Quickly With
A1 5 The New
4\; 1| E2-Mixe
——= Meter Mix
! ' Machine
- The EZ~Mix Meter Mix Machine is small, powerful
and will pump rubber from 55-gallon drums
or 275-gallon totes. The machine will mix and dispense
VytaFlex™ mold rubber at the rate of 20 Ibs. per minute,
which translates into an immediate labor savings.

DO THE MATHI!: The EZ~Mix™ Meter Mix Machine will let two men
make more molds in 20 hours than five men can hand mixing
and pouring rubber in 40 hours. The machine perfectly mixes

the rubber with less air entrapment -- resuiting in
stronger, longer lasting production molds.

1 Ol.'lr'IWandJ'-Famous
P\ Toll-Free Technical

¥ Help Line Can Ge‘!t
{4 You Started Making
. Your Own Molds,
Liners, Skins
" And Stamps.
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for comparison since the testing hardware and methodologies
were not standard. PTI membership worked together to create
a new standard.

(% www.powertoolinstitute.com

% www.makita.com

Blastrac Global gets bigger in Oklahoma

Blastrac Global has announced an expansion and
investment in its Oklahoma City manufacturing facility.

As part of the expansion, the company has added two
CNC machining centers, a roll press, cranes, and high
definition CNC plasma equipment. “By moving key, high
quality components in-house, we've increased control of the
supply chain and costs,” said Mark Haworth, vice president
and general manager, in a press release.

In the wake of so much global demand for Blastrac’s
complete line of products, the Oklahoma City expansion will
help move top products to the lowest manufacturing point.

As part of Blastrac’s restructuring, Jonn Rippman,
currently the national training manager, will add a new Inside
Sales and Technical Support group, which will focus on taking
care of the customer.

Blastrac equipment is designed for surface preparation of
concrete, steel, brick, stone, asphalt and other substrates.

% www.blastrac.com

HUD study involves concrete wall systems

A new study released by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development shows builders how to improve the
durability and energy efficiency of their homes by combining
structural insulated panel (SIP) roof systems and concrete wall
systems. The connection details and engineering provided in
the study give builders a reliable and consistent method for
connecting the two systems in one- and two-family dwellings.

The connection systems outlined in “The Prescriptive
Method for Connecting Structural Insulated Panel Roofs
to Concrete Wall Systems” fulfill the need for standardized
connection systems between two increasingly popular
materials for residential construction. In most cases, the new
prescriptive guidelines will reduce the need for additional
engineering during the design phase of projects using the two
systems.

The method covers all types of concrete wall systems,
including insulating concrete forms, concrete masonry,
removable form systems, precast wall panels, and autoclaved
aerated concrete products.

% www.cement.org
% www.sips.org

L. M. Scofield Co. publishes white papers on
sustainable construction and decorative concrete
The L. M. Scofield Co. has published the first two in
a series of white papers on sustainable construction and

decorative concrete.
This new series of white papers will have a focus on
environmental stewardship.


http://www.ConcreteDecor.net
http://www.powertoolinstitute.com
http://www.makita.com
http://www.blastrac.com
http://www.cement.org
http://www.sips.org
http://www.smooth-on.com

Built on a tradition of excellence, Solomon Colors
continues as the world leader in concrete coloring
solutions, from color to equipment. Solomon Colors,
along with our decorative divisions, bring the best in
decorative products and tools for your architectural
concrete projects. Visit each of our three booths at
the World of Concrete. Our outdoor booth 040627
will have seating available for continuous demos
each day of the show. Find out why concrete

contractors and producers around the globe
count on Solomon Colors.

SOLOMON
s&ﬂ COLORS, nc.

The World Leader in Concrete Coloring Solutions

g ¢

--""h
'WORLD oF

> CONCRETE"

WORLD OF | TECHNOLOGY FOR
MASONRY | CONSTRUCTION

INDOOR: N724 & $12415
OUTDOOR: 040627

Brickform, a division of Solomon Colors,
is proud to announce its alliance with

Bob Harris, Decorative Concrete Specialist,
as the exclusive manufacturer and licensed
distributor of his new line of historically
inspired stamps.

Stop by our outdoor booth for

stamping demos and Q&A:

Tuesday & Thursday 1-2pm;

Friday 9-10am.

Palidiano “Wonders of the World” by Bob Harris.

Divisions of Solomon Colors, Inc.

BRICKFORM {_7 %E}E}:Eﬂvz

IL: 800-624-0261 » CA: 800-483-9628 » www.solomoncolors.com
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| Industry News

The first Scofield Report, titled “How Concrete
Contributes to Today’s Green Designs,” provides an overview
of the green building movement, discusses concrete’s
environmental impact, describes how sustainability is
documented, explains why achieving certification is
important, and details how concrete earns green points in a
building or hardscape project.

The second Report, titled “Design and Construction
of Pervious Concrete Pavement,” provides an overview of
pervious concrete, describes the benefits of pervious concrete,
explains pervious concrete’s green value, discusses design,
maintenance and construction methods, and provides
information on adding color and texture to pervious projects.
(% www.scofield.com

New location, employee for Hardware Wholesale

Marilynn O’Connor has joined the Hardware Wholesale
team, and will be running the company’s new location in
Aberdeen, Wash.

O’Connor has 15 years of experience in the concrete
industry. The new location will serve all of the Grays Harbor
area as well as parts of Lewis, Pacific, Mason and Thurston
counties.

(% www.hardwarewholesale.net

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH
Polyaspartic Polyurea

Concrete Floor Coatings

« Much stronger than epoxy
- Seamless system « Won't peel or crack
- No yellowing or chalking
« Excellent color & gloss retention
« Flexible « Water and weatherproof

« Unmatched impact, abrasion and
stain resistence

TRAINING AVAILABLE

USDA, FDA & FSIS Acceptable - Distributorships Available
1-877-830-COAT - www.Advacoat.com
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The completed exterior restoration of the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum in New York City.

From left: Speakers Paul Schwartzbaum, Amanda Thomas-Trienens and
Pasquale Zaffaroni, with the Guggenheim'’s interim director, Marc Steglitz.

Mapei hosts event at Guggenheim Museum

Mapei, a global manufacturer of concrete restoration
products and flooring installation systems, recently hosted an
event at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York
City to celebrate the completion of the building’s exterior
restoration. Mapei products were used in the repair and
coating of the spiraling concrete exostructure of the famous
Frank Lloyd Wright building.

“Helping to conserve the history of an architectural icon
like the Guggenheim is tremendously rewarding, and we
are delighted that Mapei’s concrete restoration systems were
selected for this restoration,” said Rainer Blair, president and
CEO of Mapei Americas, in a press release.

At the event, it was also announced that the Mapei Group
will be providing the funds to restore the two facades of the
Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice next year.
©(800) 426-2734
(% www.mapei.com
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Concrete
impresses
guests at

dog resort

Decorative concrete is going to the
dogs. Or at least that's the impression
visitors are getting at Paws by the Lake,
a pet boarding facility that opened
recently in Avon Lake, Ohio.

Paws owner and licensed
veterinarian Jim Haddad hired
decorative concrete contractor BodyTek
Coatings Group of Valparaiso, Ind.,
to finish floors indoors and out at the
30,000-square-foot building. The
results have given everybody involved
something to woof about.

BodyTek used a number of products
from Crown Polymers LLC on the job,
which included decking out two wings
with Bourbon Street and Spanish villa
themes.
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Why decorative concrete? First and
foremost, because concrete coated with
polyurea and epoxy is easy to clean,

a big plus at a high-end resort where
guests poop on the floor. “Cleanability
was a big driving force,” says BodyTek
sales representative Mark Elijah.

His company has installed wall and
floor systems at veterinary facilities

throughout the Midwest, he says, which
helped it land the Paws by the Lake job.

The color scheme for the building
features tans, browns and beiges, says
Crown Polymers technical director
Floyd Dimmick. The scheme was chosen
to help Paws staff with housekeeping
and maintenance. “Dirt doesn't show as
much,” he says. “Also, you can put bright
colors on them and they contrast well.”

Interior floors at the resort were
treated with three different overlays,
Dimmick reports. About 11,000 square
feet of floor area was overlayed with
CrownFlake epoxy and CrownHybrid
vinyl flakes. Roughly 700 square
feet — the Spanish villa wing — was
given a cementitious overlay with a
Mediterranean stencil and Venetian
pink wash, while in the Bourbon Street
area, BodyTek installed a cementitious
herringbone brick system. CrownPro
4 clear polyurea was used as a topcoat
throughout the building.

The systems that were installed
don’t absorb moisture or fatty acids,
Dimmick notes, which means dog urine
washes right off. What's more, each floor

Photos courtesy of Crown Polymers LLC
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overlay provides a slip-resistant surface profile that's safe . e
for walking, Ventical éfcwzfgirzg -

To hide and protect concrete blocks on the back walls of
the kennel, BodyTek sprayed its own TEK Crete to create a Tﬁl\iiﬂg Decorative Concrete To A New Level
textured surface, then applied CrownCote, a two-component
Sand Beige epoxy wall coating.

Outside, dogs take dips in three bone-shaped pools,
each 8 feet long by 5 feet wide. The concrete pool surfaces
were coated with CrownCote white epoxy and CrownCote
6, a polyaspartic wall coating that is UV-resistant. White
sand was broadcast into the wet topcoat to suggest the color
of bone.

The walking decks surrounding the doggie pools were
topped with green CrownQuartz epoxy and pigmented
aggregates to help them blend with surrounding field turf.
They were then topcoated with UV-resistant CrownPro 4
clear polyurea.

As extra protection against waste matter, wash water,
mold and bacteria in some parts of the building, workers Incredible B()nding f\bi]it}-‘!
turned to CrownCove, a precast polymer wall-to-floor Strono and Durable! Lichtweioht!
coving system. When the CrownHybrid system was installed 2 = 5
vertically on top of CrownCove, the results looked seamless.

The ritzy floors and walls complement the other flashy
features of Paws by the Lake. The building is wired with Web
cams that allow owners to communicate with pets. Other A

. . . - p 2l N www.flex-c-ment.com
pet-pampering options at the resort include minisofas for o P 888-515-2132
dogs, televisions tuned to Animal Planet, and a menu from .
which pet owners can order “room service.” <#
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Carlton’s Corner

Surviving the Game

ome time ago I had a chance to hear

football coach Dennis Erickson speak
at a local school’s athletic fundraiser. 1
apologize if you have heard this story
before, because it
is worth repeating.
At this time,
Dennis had won
several national
championships in
college football and
was in transition to
coach in the NFL.
He was discussing
how the game
of football had advanced to the point
that every play, both offensively and
defensively, was filmed and broken down
for improvement. Even practices were
filmed and examined to cross efficiency
and talent. Playbooks looked like phone
books, and the sport had reached a level of
complexity never seen before. He opened
up Q and A at the end of his talk, and I
asked what it takes to win at this level. His
answer was nothing short of amazing. He
said the team that tackles and blocks the
best will usually win. Think about that
for a second. As complex as the game is,
the team that does what Knute Rockne
coached years ago will still win with the
same basics.

I apologize in advance to my editor,
because the rest of this article is not about
advances in stains or colors. No new
techniques in countertops or polished

by Doug Carlton

floors here. We are going to talk about
the Xs and Os of your business and what
it will take for you to succeed, or should
[ say survive.

As T write this article, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average has had its
worst week since opening nearly 100
years ago. Rescue plans are being
formulated in nearly every major
country across the world in an attempt
to shore up economies. Most of us in
the construction industries are asking
how this will affect us. T must be honest
in saying that I'm not sure, but my gut
tells me that as a response, the Dennis
Erickson approach is best. This time and
this economy will pass, and the home
improvement and construction industry
will continue to be a major part of this
great country’s economy.

Our industry, like football, has seen
advancements. One visit to the World
of Concrete conference will confirm
this. But think about this for a second.
Every job, whether in Texas or Dubali,
has at least one thing in common.
Finishing the job still comes down to a
human and a shovel. As complex as our
industry is, it still comes down to a tool
that sits in every work truck across the
globe. Something simple like a shovel.

[ use this analogy only to prove to you
that no matter how complex it seems

in this age for you and your business to
survive, it really is not. If you follow the
same fundamentals in today’s market
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that built your business, you will come
through the other side.

I'm not saying that some of us
might not have to supplement our
incomes with part-time work. We may
very well have to stack boxes or load
trucks to bring in extra income until the
market improves.

What's more, no longer can
decorative concrete be simply an option.
It must be the most affordable option.
“Back to the basics” will make you look
over every aspect of a decorative job
to find ways to be more efficient and
profitable. “Back to the basics” may
require you to rent a piece of equipment
instead of buying on credit. It may
mean calling the contractor in the
next town and asking to rent a set of
stamp tools for a pattern you don’t own.
The contractor in the next town will
probably enjoy the extra income and
you will enjoy the work. Every aspect of
the job needs to be carefully examined
to see what will create the most profit
WITHOUT jeopardizing the quality
of work. This is a completely different
mindset from what we experienced
just a short time ago. It’s not about
hurrying to finish so you can get to the
next job. It’s all about squeezing every
ounce of profit from every aspect of
the job. It’s about a man and a shovel.
You must create an affordable option
for whichever decorative type you
specialize in.

I recommend a big move into the
maintenance side of our business,
because folks will want to protect their
decorative investments. Maintenance is
high in profit and low in material costs.
Please don’t underestimate the situation
here, fellas, because many areas of the
country are forecasting a halt in the
new construction industry over the
next year. Preparing for this type of
slowdown will not hurt and will only
increase profit if your local economy
stays strong.

These same principles apply not
only to contractors but also to every
facet of this industry. Manufacturers
must help to make contractors aware
of products or methods that will assist
the bottom line. Suppliers need to
move inventory to relieve swollen lines
of credit and must pass products to

contractors at a discount. They must
let local contractors know about excess
inventory and about discounts that are
available. We are all in this industry
together, and together we will continue
to advance and prosper in it. It’s not

gloom and doom, but duck and protect.
One last thing about your business:

The fate of your business is not in the
hands of a rescue plan or program.

It is entirely in the hands of the hard
work and dedication that you and your
family used to build it to this point.
Most contractors are struggling with the
same things you are, and that has little
to do with talent or quality of work.
Remember, back to the basics. ¥

Doug Carlton operates Doug Carlton Concrete
in Visalia, Calif. He can be reached at
carltondoug@comcast.net.
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1 Thoughts on Polishing

Pricing a Polished

Concrete Job

ricing a polished concrete job is

hardly cut and dried. There are
many things to consider. There are
more obvious factors, such as labor,
fuel (diesel will
probably be your
largest expense next
to labor), tooling,
and travel expenses.
There are also
various factors about
the floor itself that
must be considered.
You don't usually
want to price the job
by the square footage, but rather by the
job.

by John Abrahamson

One of the most difficult (if not
the most difficult) problems in the
industry is edge work. Anyone who has
done any concrete polishing will tell
you that there is still no good solution
for edges. Oftentimes, the edge work
will end up being done by hand, and
it is an art in itself to learn to blend
the edges in with the rest of the floor.
Many contractors won't take jobs with
relatively small amounts of square
footage if there will be a great deal of
edge work. You definitely want to take
into consideration the amount of time
you will spend doing edges in relation
to the square footage of the job. Also,
make sure the customer understands
the nature of the beast with edges, their
impact on price, and what to expect as
far as aesthetics. Installing epoxy on
the edges is often a great alternative to
polishing them, but even with epoxy,

you will still have to do some light
grinding on the edges and prep them.

Most existing concrete has been
abused. Chips will not go away entirely
unless you grind away a great deal of
concrete at a great deal of expense.
Concrete in poor condition will require
more labor and will have more flaws.
Concrete in poor condition will also
be rough on your tools. These flaws
won't necessarily look bad. They are
what I consider to be part of the natural
element in concrete, like the natural
elements in a slab of marble or granite.
However, the customer needs to know
exactly what to expect, and you can't
price these jobs too low.

The waviness of the concrete will
very much affect the ease of polishing
and the outcome of your job. Wavy
concrete floors are nothing rare. Some
spots will be hard to reach, and your
floor will require more work to be
finished and will still not have an even
look at the end. Unless you have a
controlled pour, let the customer know
that aggregate will vary a great deal
throughout the floor. Expect to see large
aggregate pieces in the joints and high
spots and smaller aggregate in the rest
of the floor. Make sure the customer
understands this before you agree to do
the job. The higher your high spots, and
the more you need to grind them down,
the larger the visible aggregate will be
in those areas. Steer away from dealing
with exposed aggregate on wavy floors.

Laser-leveled concrete is much
easier to polish. You can charge less for
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ADVERTISEMENT

stenciled
decorative _
concrete

s tenciled concrete utilizes rolls of
heavy paper, called Stencils, which
are pre-cut into patterns of stone, brick,
or tile. Stencils are designed with an
overlapping, repeating pattern, much
like wallpaper, and are laid out in strips
covering the freshly poured concrete.

The coloring agents are typically
Color Hardeners, a mixture of sand,
pigments and Portland cement. This
coloring agent is cast over the slab in
powder form, then floated into the wet
cement, creating a much harder surface
than normal concrete.

Texture is applied, typically with a
Texture Roller, along with a Release Agent
for contrasting color. Once the concrete
has dried the paper stencil is pulled out,
revealing a grouted stone appearance.

allows differently
colored horders
oraccent pieces
without the need for
a separate form

Advantages of Stencil

Stenciled concrete creates a more
uniform and level surface, with greater
control over drainage and slope, without
sacrificing the natural beauty of stone,

tile or brick. This flatter surface is a better

choice for high-traffic areas.

The uniform surface is less prone
to drainage issues or delamination
from freeze/thaw cycles, and is less
problematic with snow removal
equipment.

Using broadcast coloring
techniques, stencils allow the
installation of differently colored
borders and accent pieces without
the need for separate forms. It also
eliminates the need to purchase
expensive stamp patterns for what
might be a one-time use installation.

Stenciled concrete is also one of
the speediest methods of installing
decorative concrete, allowing the
contractor to cover up to 90 sq.ft.
per row of stencil.

Versatility of Stencil

Stenciled concrete is often
combined with acid stain to achieve
even greater color depth and detail.
Once the surface has been cleaned, but
before it’s sealed, take a small brush
and apply one or more colors of stain to
individual tiles. It’s an easy way to make
your concrete look more sophisticated.

Stenciling also works great for many
types of coatings, including flat and

vertical applications. Some overlayment
techniques require one to build out their
surface anywhere from 1/2" to 1" or more.
But stencils only require a 1/8” base coat
and a 1/8" color coat. Stenciled overlay
uses less than half the material of other
methods! This is enough material to
accept a light texture, and gives you the
same choices of colorants and patterns as
the stenciling for cast-in-place.

Stenciled concrete is often combined with acid stain to
achieve even greater color depth and detail.

For more information contact
Decorative Concrete Impressions (DCl):
866-332-7383 or www.decrete.com

See how it's done at
www.decrete.com/video
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these floors. Most of the new concrete poured for industrial
or commercial use now is laser-leveled. It is in renovation
work that you are more likely to run into wavy floors.

Some of the concrete floors poured now are also
power-troweled to the point of being overtroweled for
polished concrete. Some concrete is so overtroweled that
it is almost burned, and it is either extremely difficult to
polish or cannot be polished. Make sure you don’t make a
commitment to polish a floor that cannot be polished.

When VCT (vinyl composite tile) is taken up, it often
leaves ghost lines. These lines may not go away. Your
customer will need to be aware of this ahead of time.

Soft concrete will cost you more to polish than hard
concrete. You should perform a hardness test before
pricing any job. Soft concrete will require hard metal-bond
diamond tooling. That tooling will still wear out faster, so
you'll go through more of it — in some cases, a great deal
more of it. This holds true for your metal-bond and your
resin-bond diamond tooling, adding cost to your job.

If your customer is requesting an exposed aggregate
floor, make sure they understand the aggregate will not be
evenly exposed. What already lies within the concrete, as
it lies there, will be exposed. Also make sure you charge
considerably more, as more labor and tooling will be
required. If the concrete floor is uneven or wavy, this will
become even more of an issue. If it were me, I'd have a
customer sign off on such work. In today’s environment,
it is wise to make sure that everyone is on the same page.
You don't want to end up in a lawsuit over unrealistic
expectations. It’s always better to underpromise and
overperform.

Take into consideration dust as well as possible labor
expenses for cleaning. Whether a vacuum system can make
concrete grinding and polishing 99 percent dust-free is
questionable. There will be dust, and quite a bit of it. In
a setting such as an airport, retail store, or anywhere else
where the public will encounter the dust, you must make
sure you minimize this issue. You may have to clean at the
end of every day. Understand that the last thing the end
user needs is a lawsuit, not to mention the appearance of a
very dusty environment. Also make sure your employees
have dust masks available to them. Concrete dust can cause
silicosis.

These are all good things to keep in mind while you
are pricing your first concrete polishing jobs. You will get
better and better at it as you gain experience. Just as it is
true that concrete polishing is an art that has to be learned
with experience, pricing a polished concrete job is also an
art that is learned with experience.

John Abrahamson has been in the polished concrete industry since
2000 and was in the flooring industry for 15 years before that. His
former positions include president of HTC Inc. and national sales
manager for VIC International. He recently started a hard-surface
flooring company in Knoxville, Tenn. John can be contacted at
john_abe@comcast.net.
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|21 Green Matters

A Look Inside
Green Buildings

BT Den

.. R

Photo courtesy of CSolutions

Three colors of Lithochrome Tintura Stain, an environmentally friendly water-based stain from
L.M. Scofield Co., were used at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School in Georgia.

re you asking why green

matters? To answer that
question,
this article
takes a look
at the benefits
that are
encouraging
property
owners and
designers
to choose
finished
concrete floors instead of other floor
coverings.

impr~vina rarformang

by Sherry Boyd

Going green saves the green

According to the U.S. Green
Building Council, the fastest growing
sector in green building is schools
and universities. The demand for
green schools is being driven by the
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climate crisis and the high cost of
energy. A green school is typically
designed to produce an annual
operational cost savings of $100,000,
but the net construction cost of
building a green school is most often
comparable to conventional building,
or very minimally higher. The Web
site Buildgreenschools.org reports
that in addition to saving facility
management and maintenance

costs, creating a healthy indoor
environment has been proven to
reduce respiratory illnesses and
absenteeism for students, teachers
and school workers.

When Sherwood School District
in Oregon hired Dull Olson Weekes
Architects Inc. to expand a high
school by remodeling the old building
and designing a modern addition,
the architects specified polished and
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Photo courtesy of Kasian Architecture Interior Design and Planning Ltd.

The University of Calgary Child Development Centre is the largest LEED
Platinum building in Canada. The LEED Platinum certification is the highest
level of LEED certification for environmental sustainability.

colored concrete throughout the facility: in the lobby, entries,
classrooms, corridors, commons areas, cafeteria, media rooms
and every other feasible location. “During refurbishment old
vinyl and carpet were removed to eliminate materials that
outgas,” says the firm’s president, Norm Dull, AIA. “Several
reasons were considered. Industrial-strength carpet cleaners
and the treatments used in stripping and refurbishing vinyl
contain noxious materials harmful to construction workers
as well as maintenance crews and building occupants. Floor
coverings wear out and require replacement in time, but
concrete will last for the life of the building and provide an
excellent life cycle cost.

“Our firm specializes in LEED projects, and we enjoy the
challenges of designing buildings that are cost- and energy-
efficient to reduce the use of natural resources and provide
a healthy learning environment,” he continues. “Indoor
air quality is a very high priority for the Sherwood School
District, and polished concrete is a good environmental
choice. It also meets our criteria for appearance. We specified
three colors in graphic block patterns, plus the light natural
concrete color.”

Healthy buildings attract health-conscious tenants

The University of Calgary hired Kasian Architecture
Interior Design and Planning to design a new four-story,
125,000-square-foot building with a child-care facility, clinic
and offices for the Calgary Health Region. The design firm
addressed LEED criteria by specifying light-colored polished
concrete on the ground floor to increase reflectivity 30 percent
in order to reduce lighting costs. They selected durable,
abrasion-resistant RetroPlate to create high-performance floors
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with minimal maintenance for the Child
Development Center and open-space
public areas for events. This contributed
to indoor environmental quality by
eliminating the need for harsh chemicals
and high-pH detergents, because the
RetroPlate floor is easy to clean with
only damp mopping. Appropriate for

a facility dedicated to the well-being

of children, the building achieved the

e

concrefe

highest LEED level of recognition, LEED
Platinum, providing a high-profile
symbol of the university’s commitment
to sustainability.

Selling decorative concrete as a
green alternative

A growing number of concrete
contractors are addressing the demand
for green building by developing
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their own educational programs to
show architects and interior designers
the ways concrete can be finished to
provide a healthy building environment
with good indoor air quality and low
maintenance costs. Some contractors are
promoting mixes that contain recycled
materials, slag or fly ash that substitute
for cement. Some have developed their
own proprietary finishes for green
building.

For example, Scott Truax of Middle
Georgia Concrete Constructors Inc.
and CSolutions says: “We do two to
three lunchtime presentations per
month promoting architectural concrete
solutions, specifically surface-seeded
concrete flooring. I have just recently
been seeking out projects where
terrazzo is specified and reached out
to the designers to introduce them to
our product line and educate them on
the value it offers. We have taken it a
step further and branded our finishes:
Seascapes, Prism, Elements, and
Reflections.”

The surface-seeded concrete
flooring systems are 100 percent
custom to each project. “We spend a
considerable amount of time and money
on sampling,” Truax says. “Our new
office building that is currently under
construction will include a 1,000-
square-foot laboratory to accommodate
the demand for samples.” Clients can see
numerous examples of combinations of
colored aggregates and glass on display
in the CSolutions showroom. The
company also produces samples specific
to each job.

Why decorative concrete floors?

Concrete provides a healthy
alternative to floor coverings because
it contains no organic materials that
can mold or mildew to contribute to
sick building syndrome. Eliminating
carpets that can harbor animal dander
and dust mites is a good choice for
people with asthma or allergies.
Synthetic materials such as vinyl,
carpet and composite woods outgas,
even though low-emitting choices are
available. The padding, adhesives and
cleaning products associated with
floor coverings are often noxious.
Concrete has no harmful emissions
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and is produced from plentiful materials. Therefore, concrete
offers an environmentally sound, safe, cost-competitive and
durable flooring alternative for schools, universities, hospitals,
recreation facilities, child-care centers and any place where
healthy air quality is the top priority.

Versatility and durability

As an added attraction, decorative concrete offers a wide
range of creative choices and colors. Using environmentally
sound stains and sealers that have been introduced in the last
few years, a skilled applicator can create an almost infinite
number of looks, ranging from vivid, brightly colored graphics
to earth-toned hues with subtle variations. Even stenciled
graphics can be added. Grinding and polishing colored or
uncolored concrete can produce a monochromatic appearance
that can rival terrazzo and granite when enhanced with
aggregates and glass during construction. The long-term
durability of polished concrete has been tested and proven in
shopping centers and big-box retail locations. Contractors can
combine all of the above creatively to produce floors that meet
the demands for green building beautifully.

Is green building a fad?

I asked Keith Parker, an architect who is studying to
become a LEED Accredited Professional, whether green
building is a fad or the direction of the future. “LEED
certification is certainly not a fad,” he replied. “On the

Padco Floor Coaters
For A Fast
Flawless Finish!

» Apply deﬁs—iﬂers,-‘ stains, sealers and waxes
¢ Use on concrete, tile, vinyl-and terrazzo
*NEW! Mranish applicators-and t-bars :

Visit Us At
~The Las Vegas Shows
World of Concrete: Booth $21733
Surfaces Show: £
Booth G2512
" Cover up to 10,000
sq. fi. per hour! |
For Information On Padco Floor Coalers 20,000 fibers
Call: 800 328-5513 per sq. in.
_ carry more
lEAPpabnco-
PADCO INCORPORATED = -
2220 Elm Street Southeast . —
Minneapolis, MN 55414-2693 {‘i‘g "_{
Email: egoldstein@padco.com v
Visit our website: www.padco.com/floortools

Call for a FREE Color Selection Guide at

 NEWL.OOIC

INTERNATIONAL 877-763-9566. Visit us at getnewlook.com.

Se habla espanol.

Concrete Color Stains

* Solid & Translucent Color Stains

* Use for Restoration and New
Construction Projects

* Interior and Exterior

*Non-Acid, Non-Acrylic

* Easy to Maintain

* Penetrating and Lasting
*Environmentally Friendly

* Color Control and Variety

Dec 08/]Jan 09 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | 29


http://www.ConcreteDecor.net
http://www.padco.com/floortools
http://www.getnewlook.com

Looking For a Fast and Permanent Repair
Solution for Concrete Floor Surface Defects
Like Pitting, Bolt Holes, Pop-Outs and More?

Fix It Once and Fix it Fast With

Me!zger/McGlme Rapld Resfore'

[ 3

Fast Set, Low Viscosity Structural Concrete Repair Polymer
» Permanent Defect Repair

« Tack Free in Minutes

» Grindable in 25 Mins. or Less
» No VOC's, No Odor!

Custom Colors Available - Low Minimums, Fast Service

“rros HNETIGERMcGUIRE

esfore

Regional Offices:

P.O. Box 2217 Atlanta, GA
Concord, NH 03302 i,
Fax: 603.224.6020 8m.223.6680 Denver, CO
www.metzgermcguire.com Portland, OR

E-Mail: specmm80@acl.com

| 1 £ | Green Matters

contrary, in the commercial sector, it is quickly becoming
the norm. Most new commercial construction is LEED
precertified, and by the end of the lease for most of our
commercial interior clients, basic LEED certification will be
commonplace and affordable. Additionally, several current
requirements to obtain LEED certification are already
transitioning to legislation. As additional LEED-certified
requirements are implemented, the construction industry will
see mandates become routine.”

At Acquilano Leslie Inc., Parker tells clients interested
in following LEED criteria to expect a 2 percent to 3 percent
increase in initial construction costs, including soft costs.
“However, the gain from these upfront costs results in, among
other things, lower operating expenses and improved indoor
air quality, which directly affects increased productivity
and decreased absenteeism,” he says. “Ultimately, green
building results in a better workplace which, in today’s
environmentally conscious society, helps to attract employees
who are aware of terms like ‘carbon footprint’ and ‘good
corporate citizenship.” <#

Sherry Boyd of Boydworks Marketing provides public relations and
advertising services for building-industry clients. A USGBC member
and regular columnist for Concrete Decor and ConcreteNetwork.com,
she gained knowledge of the decorative concrete market from eight
years as head of marketing for a leading manufacturer of concrete
coloring materials.
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Photo by Chris Sullivan

White discoloration is caused when a sealer is applied in temperaratures that are too cold.

When Cold Temperatures

Affect Sealers

Ireceived a call last week from someone
asking why the sealer that had been
applied on their stamped concrete a few
days earlier was
white, powdery, and
rubbed off when they
wiped their hand
across the surface.

I proceeded to
ask the standard :
four questions 1 % &
use when dealing n L
with any decorative
sealer issue:

* What type of sealer was used?

* How was it applied?

* When was it applied?

* What were the environmental conditions
(temperature, wind, sun, etc.) when it
was applied?

Answers to these four questions

by Cris Sullivan

are critical to understanding why

the problem occurred, but better yet,
they provide a road map to a fix. In
this case it was a water-based acrylic
sealer somewhere in the 25-percent
solids range. It was applied with a 1/2-
inch nap roller in the late afternoon.
The temperature was 40 F (8 C), and
dropped into the mid-to-low 30s F (2
O) that night. The temperature never
rose above 40 F (8 C) in the days after
application. The white powder appeared
the day after application and had
progressively gotten worse.

While the reason the sealer turned
white is pretty straightforward, and has
everything to do with cold temperatures,
let’s take a closer look at why.

As we transition from fall to winter,
the days get shorter, the leaves fall into
the concrete we are trying to finish,
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and the temperatures start dropping.
The concrete blankets come out and
cold-weather concrete practices start
to take place. The changes in how
concrete is placed should also trigger
changes in how sealers are applied. In
some areas (mainly northern climates)
the onset of cold weather means the
ability to seal exterior decorative
concrete is greatly reduced, or in some
cases totally comes to an end, until the
ground defrosts, the snow melts and
temperatures rise — think next spring.
I personally encourage all applicators
that place concrete after October 15 in
a hard freeze-thaw climate to postpone
sealing their concrete work until the
following spring.

Both air and surface temperatures
play a role in proper curing when
applying sealers in both cold and hot
weather, but surface temperature is
typically more critical. After application,
sealers undergo a chemical reaction
that causes them to cure and form
a film. Temperature plays a critical
role in how fast or even whether this
reaction occurs.

The best temperature range
for applying sealers is 50 F to 90 F.
Temperature can be influenced greatly
by sun, wind, and time of day the sealer
is applied. This is why monitoring
weather conditions and looking at a
thermometer should be mandatory
before every sealer application. Other
factors to consider when sealing in cold-
weather conditions are humidity, dew
point and whether the temperature is
rising or falling. As with most anything
in nature, cold temperatures slow things
down, sealer cure time included. As
the temperature gets closer to the 50 F
minimum, the time needed to properly
cure increases. Also keep in mind that
as humidity (moisture content in the air)
increases, it will cause a cooling effect
on the surface, similar to how sweat
works to cool our skin. Wind blowing
across the surface also affects how
sealers cure. This is known as the wind-
chill factor, and sealers feel the effects
of cold air blowing across them as they
cure, just like we do.

Drop below the minimum
temperature on a surface, and you run
the risk that the sealer will never cure.

Every sealer has a minimum film-
forming temperature (MFFT). This is
the minimum temperature needed for
the sealer to properly form its film,
cure, and get hard. For most sealers,
this temperature is around 45 F. To
be safe, most sealer manufacturers
specify 50 F to provide a buffer zone.
If the temperature is at or slightly
below the MFFT, the chemistry of the
sealer is affected, the reaction slows

down, and you get partial to no film
development. Bottom line: The sealer
is weak and will not hold up very long.
If the temperature is really cold, film
development stops altogether and all
you are left with is a white powder on
the surface after the carrier (solvent or
water) evaporates.

In the case outlined at the start
of this article, the temperature never
rose above minimum film-forming

Standing on 25 years of industry experience, Westcoat products are engineered to
achieve superior results, delivering numerous protective, textured, and decorative
solutions for the discriminating architect, contractor, specifier or property owner.

Visit our booth $13519 at the 2009 World of
Concrete show in Las Vegas February 3-6.

—
—~

Toll Free: 800.250.4519

770 Gateway Center Drive

www.westcoat.com

San Diego, CA 92102
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temperature, and all that was left on the concrete surface

was the acrylic resin once the carrier (water) evaporated.
Classic signs that a sealer did not cure properly due to cold
temperatures (and not achieving MFFT) include white
powdery residue, similar to powdered sugar, remaining on the
surface. This white residue is very easy to remove, and in most
cases can actually be removed by scratching a fingernail across
the surface. Another common indication of temperature-
related sealer failure is when white residue occurs near or

in cracks, joints or saw cuts. Remember that water can and
will reduce the temperature of concrete. Cracks and saw cuts
will hold water, even when the rest of the surface is dry. The
water in the cracks and saw cuts will reduce the temperature
in those areas, leading to low-temperature sealer failure,
indicated by the white powdery scale and residue.

How to respond

The amount of sealer that gets applied is always critical,
but it is even more critical when temperatures start dropping.
Multiple thin coats are always better than one heavy coat.
When temperatures are low, the more sealer on a concrete
surface, the longer it takes to cure and the more time available
for cold-weather issues to take place. Not that we want to rush
the curing process, but when temperatures are cool, we do
want to help the sealer cure as efficiently as possible.

Now that we understand why and how these cold-
weather sealer issues occur, the logical next question is how
to fix them if they happen to you. Since the sealer film never
developed due to cold temperatures, there really is no sealer
to fix. The good news is that in most cases, the white residue
is easily removed with a stiff broom or walk-behind scrubber
with a medium pad. If the surface is only exhibiting cold-
temperature issues in certain places, spot-treating those
areas by removing the white residue and resealing when the
temperature is warm enough is a common fix. As a last resort,
a chemical stripper or solvent may be needed if scrubbing
does not remove the damaged sealer.

When the temperatures start dropping, taking the time to
understand the cold-weather limitations of the sealer you are
using will save you time, money and headaches. When sealing
exterior in the fall, winter and spring, pay attention to what
the weather is doing, not just on the day you are sealing, but
three to five days after you seal too. <#

Chris Sullivan is national sales manager for QC Construction Products.
He has presented seminars and product demonstrations throughout
North and South America, including at the World of Concrete
convention. Sullivan is a member of National Ready Mixed Concrete
Association (NRMCA), American Institute of Architects (AlA),
American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA), American Society
of Concrete Contractors (ASCC), and is certified with the American
Concrete Institute (ACI). He currently resides in Denver, Colo., with his
wife and three children. Contact him with technical questions or issues
at trowelanderror@concretedecor.com.
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Business Strategies

Collaborating on Great
Countertop Design

Great concrete countertop design
exists first in the designer’s creative

mind. It comes to life through the work of
many contractors, fabricators and artisans.
The process can be
synergistic, with all
concerned adding
their own expertises,
making the final
result better than
the original thought
that existed in the
designer’s mind.

The process
can, however, be
negative when those involved work against
each other toward separate goals. To avoid
pitfalls in working with a designer, the
concrete countertop artisan might consider
a few suggestions.

by MaryJo Camp

Start the conversation early

Take the initiative to meet with the
designer, without the client present, as
early as possible in the design phase. This
meeting is critical to build trust between
the designer and the artisan.

Learn enough about the plan to
understand the role the countertop plays
in the overall design. Is it the intent of
the designer and homeowner to have the
countertop as the focal point or an elegant

backdrop to another interesting detail?

Educate the designer on the overall
performance of the product — discuss
the positive and negative attributes.
Concrete counters are a relatively new
solution, and designers depend on the
fabricator’s knowledge to make informed
choices with their clients.

Inform the designer of your
production procedure. Whether the
countertop is a standard production
piece or a custom creation, let the
designer know the process, timeline
and up-charge in advance. For example,
if you will make a custom color, but
require a signed custom sample to be
made, provide a time frame for this
process that the designer can depend
on.

If there is a distinguishing quality of
your work, this must be demonstrated to
the designer. Whatever your distinctive
competency, the designer must
understand what makes you the best
choice for the client. Since uniqueness
is a key reason for installing concrete,
demonstrating how unique you can be is
a major asset.

Making headway

As the project progresses, options
and details become very important.
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Working together at this stage is critical
for a successtul solution.

When the designer is planning
an application that is not buildable
or will not stand the test of time, it is
incumbent on you to educate him or
her. Offering other solutions that will
endure is a great way to show expertise
and keep the designer as a client for life.

If you have standard colors, edge
treatments and so on that you are
comfortable with using time and again,
have those samples readily available for
the designer to use while developing
an overall design concept. Consider
developing a sample kit for the designer
to have in his or her studio.

When inlays are to be included in
a countertop, make sure it is clear to
all parties who will provide the inlays
and where they will be positioned. A
preview layout with positioning that
has been approved by everyone can save
much anxiety and disagreement later.

If a problem arises with the
production or installation of the
countertop, speak with the designer
and together determine the options
that should be presented to the client.
A noncontentious resolution is best for
everyone.

When you and your team are on the

job site, make sure that you protect the
designer’s reputation. You never know
who can be listening in.

Following up

Continue to communicate after the
project is completed. A debriefing at the
conclusion of a project can be valuable
to both designer and artisan.

Have a conversation about what
worked and what could be improved
upon in the project. Talk about the
countertop itself and about how the
procedure worked for all parties —
designer, artisan and client. Here is a
good time to reiterate your uniqueness
and how it can be utilized in future
jobs.

Keep in touch with the designers
you want to work with again. As you
develop new colors and techniques,
make samples. Keep the designer’s
sample kit up to date.

If the project is one that you are
particularly proud of, offer to pay a
portion of the photographer’s fee if a
professional is called in to take pictures.
Ask for copies to use for promotion of
your business. Share these pictures with
other designers to encourage more work
with the design trade.

When you find a designer who
understands your work and is easy
to work with, refer him or her to any
contractors or clients who might be
in need of a designer’s talents. The
more you network with compatible
professionals, the easier your jobs
become.

Two sides to every design

Like any relationship, a
professional one cannot be one-sided.
The design professional also has a
responsibility to work well with the
artisan. Communication is the key
to any collaborative effort. When you
understand the priorities of the designer

for a particular space, you can use your
expertise to maximize your work’s
effect on the design. If the designer
understands your capabilities and the
restrictions of the material, the design
will be enhanced.

Great design starts in the creative
mind of the designer but doesn’t
really exist until the project is built.
The designer depends on artisans to
build the vision. A fabricator brings
special talents to the project. With
communication and mutual respect,
those talents becomes the cornerstone of
great design. <#

MaryJo Camp, CKD, CBD, CID, is vice
president of marketing for Standards of
Excellence, Westar and Florida Builder
Appliances, appliance and decorative
plumbing suppliers to the building
trades and their clients. She is a certified
kitchen, bathroom and interior designer
and can be reached at (415) 585-6017 or
mjcamp@soesupply.com.
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by David Searls
H ouses with multimillion-dollar price tags
and generous budgets for architectural

concrete flatwork just aren’t popping up as much
as they used to, even in Southern California.
Fortunately, that realization hit the decision-
makers at PBC Companies sooner than it did a lot
of the nation’s leading economists.

“We used to be about 80 percent involved
in high-end residential, but we started slowly
shifting our emphasis to commercial clients
as early as 2000,” says Bill Larson, director of
quality assurance and field development for PBC,
one of the largest regional decorative concrete
subcontractors in the country. “As a result,

PBC Companies
Brea, Calif.

we've got 80 foremen at work today, while our
residential competitors have two or three.”

With some 700 total employees and four
offices in Southern California, PBC covers a
territory anchored by Ventura County to the
north and the Mexican border to the south.
Recently, the company added an office in the
Phoenix area at the invitation of a landscaping
firm that is a satisfied customer.

At every location, PBC offers a portfolio of
services in architectural concrete, masonry and
interlocking pavers. “We can run all three trades
at each site, and we usually handle at least two
out of three wherever we go,” says Larson.

Photos courtesy of PBC Companies
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That wasn't always true. PBC, which
also does business as Peterson Brothers
Construction, was an all-concrete contractor
for its first decade in business. It was
founded in 1983 by brothers Elden and
Kerry Peterson, both of whom still hold top
management positions. “We'd do exterior
flatwork for (luxury home) models, and that
was a good deal of our business until 1994,
when we started working with interlocking
pavers,” says Larson. “That look had been
very popular in northern California, and we
wanted to introduce it down here.”

It was also during this time that
PBC began to offer masonry. Today, a full
complement of services is available to a client
base that includes shopping centers, luxury

hotels, multiunit apartment complexes,
high-end housing developments, corporate
campuses, retail centers and even a couple of
well-known theme parks.

But the company’s emphasis is still
on stamping, staining, polishing, pervious
concrete and other decorative concrete
specialties. “That’s 50 to 60 percent of the
work we do,” says Larson, who explains
that the company doesn’t have as much
competition in decorative concrete as it does
in masonry and pavers. “There just aren't
as many people doing it, and that’s a good
thing for us.”

Teaching quality

PBC places such an emphasis on

craftsmanship — its competitive edge
— that it launched a sort of university of
quality construction 12 years ago. One

of Larson’s principal responsibilities is to
teach. He heads up “about 99 percent of the
classes,” he says. He uses formal classrooms,
PowerPoint presentation materials and white
boards, and his students are motivated.
“They’ll ask me if they can study anything
for the tests, and I tell them all they have

to do is bring their construction I.Q. Either
you've got it or you don’t.”

Larson runs a full curriculum of
courses for his foremen, supervisors,
laborers and apprentices. Subjects range
from blueprint reading to job management.
He offers certification programs in porch
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and swimming pool construction and even
teaches a course on defensive driving, a
topic no doubt inspired by the challenges of
living and working in a region of the country
notorious for its widespread geography and
congested freeway-based transportation
system.

PBC has also taken an interest in
training in green construction. The company
has joined the United States Green Building
Council and its employees are learning
about recyclable building materials and
sustainable, Earth-friendly construction
techniques.
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Take pervious concrete, for instance.
The highly porous building material allows
rainwater to soak through “like a sponge,”
says Larson. “It penetrates to a rock
subgrade and into the water table rather
than running off to the ocean.”

The only drawback to pervious, says
Larson, is that, in its natural, gray state, it
“looks like crappy asphalt.” So PBC artisans
have taken to brightening its appearance
with unique coloring techniques and coating
enhancements. Another “green” trick Larson
and his students have picked up along the
way is the use of white concrete for its light-

reflective quality. It doesn’t retain the sun’s

heat like black concrete, potentially reducing
summer energy costs, particularly in hot and
perpetually sunny Arizona.

Luxury driveways

While PBC Companies has
reconfigured its residential-to-commercial
project mix over the last eight years, the
home segment of the market has hardly been
abandoned. The Rancho Santa Fe project is a
San Diego development featuring 10-acre to
15-acre parcels. “More was spent on some of
the driveways than most people can afford to
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pay for their entire homes,” Larson says.
So what do you get for a $200,000
driveway? Interlocking pavers. A lot of

pavers. “Some of those driveways are more
like streets,” he says.

Another noteworthy example is the
firm’s work at the exclusive Pelican Hill in
Newport Beach. “We put in the sidewalks,
wall caps in the public areas and the curbs
and gutters,” says Larson.

Colored with an acid-washed stain,
these curbs and gutters look a lot nicer than
those on most streets. Which is what you'd
expect in a development where one castle

currently available for sale comes with nine
bedrooms, 20 bathrooms and a price tag

of $21,995,000. And it’s not even the most
expensive property in the neighborhood.

Thinking ahead

So what does the future hold for
PBC Companies? Larson thinks that the
popularity of eco-friendly pervious concrete
will grow over the next half decade, and
that will, in turn, expand the need and
opportunity for training.

This teacher would seem to have
his work cut out for him for the next

several years.

“You can get all kinds of effects in
staining pervious, because stain doesn't
cover like paint,” he says. “Every surface
imperfection comes through. That can be a
good thing or a bad thing, depending on the
look you're after. You have to remember to
patch first what you don’t want to see once
it’s stained. It’s a matter of knowing what
you're doing.” <#

(% www.pbc-online.com
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1013 Enslen Ave.,

Modesto, Calif.
Contractor: Flying Turtle

Cast Concrete

by Christina Camara
Like an artist painting on a blank
canvas, Mat Rogers of Flying
Turtle Cast Concrete has created a
showcase home that demonstrates his
experience in design and his ability
to use concrete in unexpected ways.
After two years of work, the
spectacular result — his own home,
at 1013 Enslen Ave. in Modesto,
Calif. — is a two-floor, 4,400-square-
foot showplace that cost about $1.3
million to create over a 1,700-square-
foot home that had been largely torn
down. Decorative concrete plays a
starring role indoors and out. It’s
featured not only in concrete floors,
countertops, sinks and fireplace
surrounds, but also in three tables

and the bed frame and end tables in
the master bedroom.

“It was an opportunity to come
full circle and integrate all the ideas
and skills I had learned and honed
with concrete over the last 10 years,”
Rogers says.

Rogers had worked as a design-
build contractor for a dozen years
prior to founding Modesto-based
Flying Turtle. His aim at the Enslen
house was to show that concrete
could look modern, yet warm and
inviting at the same time. Architects
and designers who have toured the
home don’t even realize some of
his creations are made of concrete,
he says.
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“The front view of the house is quite stunning,” he says.
“The color palette is subtle, and the combination of the stone,
the stucco walls, and knotty cedar eaves give the steep stone
buttress design a welcoming warmth.”

Exterior concrete at the home includes an in-ground
pool, large patio and outdoor shower. Three large second-
story decks are outfittted with hand-forged metal rails.
Integrated concrete planters and a floating bench can be
found in the backyard. The pool deck was detailed without
the use of rounded joint cutters. “We ended up with an effect
of a smooth carpet,” Rogers says. “We poured 2-foot strips of
concrete, left the edge sharp and poured against that, infilled
the grid and then went back with the saw blade. So it’s not a
deep cut — it’s a more refined and smooth look.”

Concrete throughout

Other features of the house incorporated decorative
concrete as well.

Living room/dining room fireplace and coffee table:
The double fireplace was one of the most challenging projects
in the entire house. The dining room side is an artistic
mixture of concrete, walnut columns and glass panels. The
living room side is simpler, with large square grids of concrete
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surrounding a black frame around the firebox. Visitors can
enjoy the fire and put their feet up on a glass-topped, cast-
concrete coffee table, which was ground to reveal sand and
fossils. The coffee table features two panels that appear to be
falling away from each other in a V shape, connected by an
antique chain embedded in the slabs.

Kitchen: The concrete island features a band of walnut
color, which was made by leaning the mold and pouring
black, then walnut brown, then more black concrete into it,
letting it set up for about half hour between pours. Rogers says
the three different layers gave him the depth of color he was
looking for.

Once the slab came out of the mold, he used a diamond
grinder to expose sand and add an extra layer of interest.

Two inlaid fossils were glued into the mold at the color shift
between brown and black.

The island appears to be floating, and it’s one of the many
“wow” attractions in the home.

Rogers also made a breakfast buffet table in a Frank Lloyd
Wright style, integrating concrete and solid walnut planks.

Dining-room wet bar: Rogers says the bar was designed
to be a bit playful. It’s the only curve in the house. Behind
the dark concrete countertop with integral sink are two large,
convex concrete panels the color of burgundy wine, intended
to suggest to visitors the feeling of looking into a barrel of
wine. Three different coloring techniques were used — an
integral color, an aniline dye and an acid stain — creating a
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Flying Turtle Cast Concete installed decorative concrete upstairs and down,
indoors and out, in its showcase home, even in the bathrooms.
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deep, intense color that is brighter in the
middle and muted at the outer edges.

Lower bath: The bathroom features
wall panels of tan concrete that support
a grid of 4-by-6 sandblasted fir timbers.
The beige colors contrast with the
wood tones in the concrete sink and
backsplash.

Master bathroom: The fireplace,
which incorporates concrete, walnut and
metal, includes two metal band inlays
that align with the walnut shelving and
remind Rogers of a railroad track, an
image that is reinforced when he hears
trains go by at night.

The team at Flying Turtle used
several forms of concrete throughout
the house, including concrete and wire
mesh in most of the wall panels, straight
concrete for smaller countertops, such
as those in the bathrooms, and glass-
fiber reinforced concrete for some larger
countertops. The large living room-
dining room fireplace is a combination
of straight concrete and GFRC pieces.
The team occasionally troweled fiber
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into the back mix of concrete pieces for
extra reinforcement.

“We use pea gravel in our face mix
so we don’t lose the look of concrete,”
Rogers notes. “We just like the depth
and textural color variation aggregate
helps to provide.”

While designing and building
the house, Rogers learned that mixing
stone with concrete was a money saver
for exteriors. The stonework in front
looks very high-end, and the job was far
less expensive than doing it completely
in concrete would have been. He also

Photo by Matthew J. Visser

learned to ask other experts. “It’s always
a good idea to have your ideas critiqued
and reviewed by design professionals
and friends,” he says. “I made some
excellent adjustments based on outside
input.”

Opening the house for tours has
generated a lot of business for Flying
Turtle. It’s also on the market, for $1.795
million. Rogers admits he’ll miss it.
However, he says, he’s already moving
on. “I'm looking forward to doing the
next one!” <
% www flyingturtiecastconcrete.com

Photo by Annie DeLong
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Bob Harris proteg;sﬂ(sﬂoor by applying amaliphatic polyurethane
sealer. A co-worker-kneefs and watches.

Photo courtesy of Decorative Concrete Institute
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by Amy Johnson == G

Comparin oncrete sealer to the frosting on
cake maégound a bit frivolous, but they actuall

do have some things in common. Frosting makes th

““Cake look better and keeps it fresh longer. Sealers make

decorative concrete look better and keep it looking
good and performing well longer. No baker would serve
a birthday cake without frosting, and no-experienced
concrete contractor would install a decorative floor
without a sealer.

So if appearance and protection are the basic
expectations for a sealer, what factors should be
considered in choosing the right product for a given
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application? Clifford Platt, vice president
of Vexcon Chemicals Inc., names

three basic ones. First, environment.

He recommends asking: “What
environment will the sealer be asked

to perform in? Indoors or outdoors?

Wet or dry? What part of the country?”
Second, traffic. “Vehicle traffic is going
to cause the coating to wear sooner than
foot traffic,” he says. “And will there be
chemical exposure such as gas or oil?”
Third, maintenance. “Are they going to
be able to recoat every few years to keep
the sealer looking good and protect the
decorative concrete?”

Bob Harris, president of the
Decorative Concrete Institute, names
several considerations specific
to contractors and application
requirements. “Cost, dry times,
availability and whether the product is
solvent- or water-based are important
factors,” he says.

Shellie Rigsby, owner of
ConcreteStainDesigns.com, says the
level of slip resistance required is a
factor in choosing a sealer. “Different
areas and projects have different
code requirements,” she says. “Make
sure the product you install meets or
exceeds code.”

One factor that is often overlooked
when sealing decorative concrete floors
is humidity mitigation, according to
Mike Hernandez, owner of ReUse
Concrete Sealing Specialists LLC, based
in Overland Park, Kan. “We have seen
beautiful decorative floors ruined in a
matter of months because of moisture
coming up through the substrate,” he
says. This moisture can come when
concrete is colored and sealed too
soon or in below-grade applications
where moisture from the underlying
soil is continually transmitted. He
recommends testing for humidity
and acidity in order to select a sealer
with the right pH balance and vapor
transmission capabilities for avoiding
trapping moisture between the colored
surface and the sealer.

Penetrating or film-forming?

Most sealers fall into one of two
broad categories — penetrating or
film-forming. Penetrating sealers are
primarily silicone solids suspended in

react with the lime in the concrete to
create a bond and fill the open pores.
They glassify the surface anywhere from
1 mil to 4 mils deep to protect against
moisture penetration. Penetrating
sealers are especially effective protecting
against damage in areas that are prone
to freeze-thaw cycles.”

Hernandez does not use penetrating
sealers for colored concrete floors.
“Penetrating sealers last longer than

a fluid carrier that penetrates concrete
pores and deposits the silicone into
them, leaving virtually no film build.
However, they typically will not repel
stubborn oil or grease stains as well as
film-forming sealers do.

“For regular concrete, we
recommend a penetrating, chemically
reactive siliconate sealer,” Hernandez
says. “These sealers are the top of the
line in our opinion. Siliconate sealers
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film-forming, but leave the surface
vulnerable to stains, as all of the sealer
is inside the concrete,” he says. “These
sealers are primarily intended for
outdoor concrete such as driveways and
sidewalks.”

Generally, film-forming sealers
are preferred for decorative concrete.
“For stamped concrete, a film-forming
sealer is a must,” Platt says. “Otherwise
the antique look will begin to degrade
immediately. In addition, a film-forming

sealer enhances the colors below it far
better than penetrating sealers. Stained
concrete can be sealed with either type,
but film-forming sealers do a better job
of bringing out the depth of the colors in
acid stains, dyes and colored concrete.”
Another significant distinction is
between water-borne and solvent-borne
sealers. Odor is the major argument
against using solvent-based sealers
indoors, according to Hernandez.
“Solvent-based acrylic sealers create

Coming Soon to The World of Concrete 2009!

Outside booth #'s 031356, 031362
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an odor inside that is absolutely
unbearable,” he says. “Many people have
to move out of their homes while they
are being applied because the fumes can
create headaches, nausea, shortness of
breath and other symptoms. Also, the
fumes are highly flammable and even a
spark can ignite them.”

With little or no emissions of
volatile organic compounds, water-
based sealers are preferred in regions
with stringent VOC regulations and by
customers and contractors who want
a “green” product. “Depending on the
project, an architect may be looking
for products eligible for LEED points,”
Platt says. “The contractor will have
to be careful that the manufacturer’s
product meets these requirements and
can provide the supporting paperwork
required.”

Solvent-based sealers offer some
advantages of their own. “We have used
solvent-based as well as water-based
acrylic sealers,” Hernandez says, “and
the solvent-based sealers appear to be
more durable when used on outside
concrete.” They also tend to have a
more dramatic impact on the color of
decorative concrete and can be used to
achieve varied decorative effects.

Rigsby adds one other caution when
using a solvent-based sealer outside. “As
a solvent-based sealer cures, it releases
oils that rise to the top, which can make
the concrete slippery when wet,” she
says. “Customers need to watch for this
and clean it off with a hose and broom.
This is not usually a long-term issue.”

Compatibility with finishes

“As a general rule, it is a good
idea to try and stick with a certain
manufacturer’s complete system,” Harris
recommends. “If this can’t be done
because the manufacturer does not
have a certain product, it is a good idea
to call them to make sure there are no
compatibility issues. Also, find out what
kind of preparation the floor needs prior
to applying the sealer or coating.”

Most sealers work on acid-stained
floors. “I let the environment and
the client dictate what sealer to use,”
Harris says. “For example, if it is the
interior of their own home and odor
is an issue, water-based acrylic sealer
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maintained with floor wax is fine. If it is
a commercial hotel in Las Vegas, epoxy

with polyurethane would be the system
to use.” He says the same considerations
apply to a water-based stain.

When it comes to stamped concrete,

most installers are using either water-
based or solvent-based acrylics, Harris
says. Also, some are using methyl
methacrylate (MMA) sealers designed
specifically for this application.

The choice of sealer for stamped
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concrete may depend on the pattern
— does the customer want a wet look
or something closer to natural stone?
For a wet look, Platt says, the higher

the solids content, the greater the gloss.

“Typically 30 percent solids is the
minimum required. Some products are

available with 35 percent.” Harris adds:

“Solvent-based acrylics, 100 percent
solid epoxies, gloss polyurethanes
and polyaspartics all provide what is
referred to as the wet look, darkening

To learn more about polished concrete visit

vexcon.com/
or call 888-839-2661.
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the concrete color and providing a high
sheen.”

For a natural stone look, Platt says,
choose a film-forming coating that has
a matte or flat finish. “You could also
use a fully penetrating sealer that will
leave the natural look of the surface
unchanged.”

Decorative sealing

Sealers do not just protect
decorative concrete. They can enhance
or deepen the color and add gloss to
the finished project. Some contractors
are taking sealers to the next level,
using them in concert with coloring
techniques to create unique decorative
finishes.

For example, Mike Hernandez
has found a creative use for a coating
that protects against moisture vapor
transmission. He applies it in a
variegated pattern to replicate the look
of acid stain. “We have used this process
extensively in basements with humidity
issues,” he says.

Concrete artisan Shellie Rigsby of
Plano, Texas, works with sealers the
way an artist works with paint, using
different materials and pigments. For
example, she might use two different
sealers over the same colored floor to
accent certain features. “When you have
to cut a line around the perimeter of a
room, you can put a water-based sealer
on one side (of the line) and a solvent-
based sealer on the other. So now you
make that feature stand out as a trim
piece,” she says. “You can try the same
thing with different color stains, but
simply changing the sealer can make
darker or lighter shades of the same
color.”

Rigsby is also not shy about adding
color to sealers. She will spike her
sealers with pigments, dyes, and even
universal tints for solvent-based paint.

Besides adding color and interest, a
pigmented sealer can be used to correct
problems, she says. “A deep terra cotta
stain sometimes comes out orange — a
bright orange rust color. But if you add
a little black to your sealer it will play
down that color.”

Rigsby cautions that the dye one
chooses must be UV-stable, as the UV
inhibitor in a sealer will not be enough
to protect the color of the dye. Also,
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Two different sealers were used on this driveway.

A sealer primer

Acrylics, epoxies, cure-and-seals and more

Sealers are made from a variety of materials,
each with different application and performance
characteristics.

For example, acrylics typically have a lower material
cost, are easy to apply and dry relatively quickly, all
factors that make them cost effective, according to Bob
Harris of the Decorative Concrete Institute.

However, he says they are not as durable or resistant
to chemical and general wear as epoxies and urethanes.
“Epoxies provide a good film, typically a minimum
of 80 mils to 10 mils, forming good protection for the
concrete substrate,” he says. “They can enhance the color
dramatically.”

Epoxies have longer dry times and are less breathable
than acrylics. “Epoxies also bring out the color and
provide the shine that people who have decorative
concrete prefer,” says Mike Hernandez of ReUse Concrete
Sealing Specialists LLC. “Epoxies and polyurethanes work
well for decorative concrete, although many people don’t
want to use them because they are more expensive and
more difficult to apply.”

Silane and siloxane penetrating sealers are easy
to apply, breathable and offer good water resistance.
Some resist stains, but generally even those do not resist
aggressive oil stains. These materials do not enhance or
alter the color of concrete.

Whatever the material, Hernandez says, “the higher
percentage of solids in the sealer, the more durable it is.”
He also believes durability is improved by applying the
sealer in two thin coats 12 hours apart rather than in one
heavy coat.

Another category of sealer is called “cure-and-
seal.” Clifford Platt of Vexcon Chemicals Inc. explains:
“Cure-and-seals meet specific ASTM specifications for
curing concrete. Also, because these products breathe,
they will not trap moisture, so they can be applied to
damp surfaces. This is an advantage over nonbreathable
sealers, because typically there is going to be moisture
in a slab of concrete, either in vapor form or from surface
prep. The contractor does not have to wait until the slab is

Mike Hernandez used water-based stains and an epoxy coating on the
ReUse Concrete Sealing Specialists showroom floor in Overland Park, Kan.

bone dry to apply these products, which saves time and
money.”

While they do act as sealers, their primary function
is to modify the cure. Contractors should not count on
them to deliver long-term protection. “Cure-and-seals
are basically coatings that are designed to keep the
water from evaporating too quickly from freshly poured
concrete,” Hernandez says. “They are almost always
topical and short-lived. They burn off with exposure to
the weather. The biggest problem is that homeowners
hear the word ‘seal’ and believe that their concrete is truly
sealed, which it isnt. Cure-and-seals usually have lower
solids than regular topical sealers and thus have a shorter
life.”

Harris sums up: “A cure-and-seal is a curing agent for
fresh concrete that conforms to a certain ASTM standard
depending on the solid content. As a general rule, cure-
and-seals are styrene acrylics ,while sealers are just
acrylics. They facilitate the cure while at the same time
sealing. Typically after 30 days or so of curing you come
back and apply another coat as a seal coat.”

Dec 08/Jan 09 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | 55

Photos courtesy of ReUse Concrete Sealing Specialists


http://www.ConcreteDecor.net

a pigment must be suspended in the
sealer in order to get a translucent depth
effect.

Hernandez advises contractors
to be cautious in general when
experimenting. “Adding pigments to
sealers is not always effective because
the pigments tend to float and rise to the
top, and the color is left unprotected,” he
says. “Only pigments that were designed
to go in the sealer should be used.”

Protecting the concrete
investment

In order for the sealer to provide
the best appearance and long-lasting
protection, it must be applied properly
and maintained regularly.

Many problems arise with improper
sealer application, says Hernandez.
One can etch the concrete by using too
small of a tip, too much water pressure,
or being too close to the concrete when
cleaning it to prepare it for sealing.
Other problems include spraying on
acrylic sealers too heavily and creating
wave patterns or stained areas in the
concrete, putting two different types
of sealer on the same driveway and

800.663.3860
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This blotchy, uneven look comes from spraying an acrylic sealer on too heavily, creating wave patterns.

creating two different looks, and putting
a water-based sealer over a solvent-
based product and having the sealer
peel off. Sometimes sealers remain tacky
or discolor the floor below if the wrong
sealer is applied for the moisture level of
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the concrete, he adds.

“Overapplication and applying on
very hot days and in direct sunlight
are the most common problems we
see,” Platt says. These and other poor
techniques, such as improper surface
preparation or inadequate curing, result
in delamination, turning white, air
bubbles, cloudiness and cracking, notes
Harris.

Even when applied properly,
sealers must be maintained and
surfaces resealed. “Most of the time
customers think the color is fading
on their decorative concrete, when all
that is happening is that the sealer is
breaking down and needs to be redone,”
Hernandez says.

“If the project is outside, then the
final sealer coat is the wear coat, the
sacrificial coat,” Rigsby advises. “Plan
to inspect the sealer every six months
and reapply each year. Just think, it’s
time to plant the flowers and seal the
driveway.” Indoors, she recommends
applying a floor finish or wax on top of
the sealer. Again, this final topcoat is the
sacrificial coat. “There is no such thing
as a maintenance-free floor,” she says.
“Sealers are no exception.”

Want to learn more? Search online at
www.concretedecor.net

(WEINDITFASTL.) |sealer @?

Photo courtesy of ReUse Concrete Sealing Specialists
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by Emily Panter
Concrete Decor asked artisans around
the country about their experiences
installing projects during cold weather.
They faced freezing temperatures,
snowy weather, and even challenges
indoors during cold spells. Each artisan
found his own solution for handling
work during the winter months.

Saved by a
sealer

I-85 underpass, Columbus, Ga.

When PermaCrete/Quality Systems
Inc. was called upon to resurface a
concrete area under an Interstate 85
exit in Columbus, Ga., they had no idea
what Mother Nature had in store.

“The sudden drop in temperature
and the snowstorm came as a big
surprise, but we just had to live with it,”
says George Henderson, president and
CEO of the company.

The November weather brought
temperatures that dipped as low as 19
degrees Fahrenheit. Add blowing snow
on the last day while installing the
final sealer coat, and you've got quite a
challenge.

“Set times, dry times and cure
times were all greatly extended
by the temperatures as well as the
precipitation,” Henderson says. “We
even tried to speed up some of the
processes by using big fans and heat
blowers.

“Fortunately back then, we also

The Ultimate In Concrete Design

www.matcrete.com
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had xylene-based sealers in addition
to water-based sealers on the job site,
and since xylene is impervious to
temperatures below freezing, we used
the xylene sealers and it worked out
fine. As soon as the xylene evaporated
from the applied sealer within 20 to
30 minutes, the sealer coat was set and
unaffected by the weather.”

Henderson quickly added that it
was still a difficult job even with the
increased set times.

The cold weather didn't have
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Garage floor, Aspen, Colo.

Sean Shiers, owner of Global
Garage Flooring & Design in Denver,
knows that you have to be prepared for
cold weather if you plan on doing work
during the winter months.

However, he and business partner
David Schneider were still caught off-
guard when repairing and resurfacing a
garage floor in Aspen, Colo., during the
winter of 2007.

“The temperature was zero degrees
with a small amount of snow in the air;
he says. “We were prepared for the cold
weather but not the snow.”

To keep the snow out of the garage,
Shiers and his crew had to construct a

UV-curable floor coating system
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Because of Colorado’s harsh
winters, Shiers uses Flexmar’s
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Watching for
warmth

Patio, Frederick, Colo.

For Rob Sonders, owner of
Sonders Enterprises, planning is key to
decorative concrete projects during the
Colorado winters. By watching weather
forecasts and waiting for a warm front,
Sonders was able to successfully time
the creation of an exterior concrete patio
in December 2005.

“We picked a warm, sunny day,”
Sonders says. Warm for a Colorado
winter, that is. “Pour day was about 35
to 40 degrees. [ remember being cold
that morning.”

Despite the warmer temperatures,
Sonders still faced common winter
challenges. “One of the challenges once
we excavate is keeping the frost out of
the ground,” he says. “(To avoid frost)
we excavate and replace with dry road
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base or recycled concrete material. Then
we keep the area dry with two layers of
plastic until the appropriate pour day
arrives.”

For this particular project, Sonders
utilized 4,000-psi concrete and
nonchloride accelerator. He also placed
blankets on the evening to help protect
the concrete from chilly nights.

“There’s a little bit of a challenge,”
he says. “There’s a lot of work to be
done even after hours. We come back
at 9 or 10 at night just to make sure
the concrete is hard enough to put our
blankets down.”

This process was done for four

Photos courtesy of Sonders Enterprises

nights, with power washing occurring
on the fifth day after it was set.
Temperatures were still crucial.

“We've got to make sure that fifth
day is above freezing,” he says. “We like
to be above 40 degrees. That’s really our
magic temperature.”
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Freezing freight

Countertop, Ancramdale, N.Y.

Although Mike Karmody and his crew at Stone
Soup Concrete cast most of their projects in their
Florence, Mass., shop, they still face wintertime
challenges.

Transporting the 3-inch-thick countertop and
backsplash pictured here to its final location during
February was no small task. “The site conditions were
cold and quite windy,” says Karmody, who owns the
business along with Mike Paulsen.

However, the crew lucked out and there was no
precipitation during installation. Temperatures were
above the freezing mark inside the house.

When Karmody transports a project to its
destination, cold temperatures are a behavior-changing
factor. This is partially because of the safety of those in
the vehicle, and partially because of the product itself.

“If it’s below freezing we have to make sure there’s
no moisture still in the sealer,” he says. “In order
to transport the piece we load it at the last possible
moment into the truck. Sometimes we put a heater in
the truck.”

The cold temperatures actually helped Karmody
with this project. The truck had to drive through a
field, and the ground was hard enough to allow workers
to get closer to the house. If it had been warmer, the
field would have been a muddy mess, he says.

“The cold was a factor, but we got it in. Nobody
slipped, nobody hurt themselves, and that's what is
important.” <#

Photos courtesy of Stone Soup Concrete

Dec 08/Jan 09 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | 61


http://www.ConcreteDecor.net

Photos courtesy of Tilt-Up Concrete Association
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At the Bishop Gadsden Church in Charleston, S.C., artisans used tilt-up panels with a tabby finish and detailed quoins to match historic details on the existing
church structure. They avoided the expense of hand-laid masonry and oyster shell stucco.

Below: A close-up of the tabby-style finish.
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by Kelly O’Brien
For most people, the first thing they think of when
someone mentions tilt-up concrete is big warehouses
and retail box stores. While those buildings, not known
for their inspired design, are certainly still being built,
more and more tilt-up contractors are incorporating some
of the many decorative products and techniques that can
elevate their building beyond the big gray box.

Fortunately for today’s tilt-up contractors, advances
in technology have put at their fingertips more design
elements than ever before.

Take formliners, for example. Concrete formliners —
whether elastomeric, plastic, fiberglass or urethane — are
the bread and butter of tilt-up design. Basically gigantic
concrete jello molds, formliners can be used to create
patterns and textures in relief on the surfaces of tilt-up
panels. Murals, logos, patterns, textures, you name it.

Innovative Brick Systems’ Mark Scott and Jeff Tucker
not only see a lot of work being done with their company’s
line of concrete formliners, but also an increasingly high
demand for custom designs. And with their computer-
driven equipment, custom designs are a snap, they say. “It
doesn’t cost any more for us to make a custom mold than
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a standard one,” says Tucker. “It’s a great way to put extra . =
design into a project without adding any cost.”

Tim Cahalane, a project director for Texas-based C ‘
American Constructors, has definitely taken advantage of
these recent advances. “Formliners have really progressed UNLITMTTED TNE
over the last few years,” says Cahalane. “Anything you can
come up with in a graphic, you can print.”

Chips Unlimited is a manufacturer of fop quality colored flakes/chips for
seamless flooring. Our flukes/chips are integrally colored, random sized

Jim Baty, technical director for the Tilt-Up Concrete and made from resins and other materials. They are effective in adding
ASSOCla,Uon’ says that Cahalane is not al'one. Graphlcs 15 to the appearance of seamless floors, walls and various decorative effects.
Someth}ng that a 19[ of contractors are either pushing and Flakes/chips are available in 1 inch, 5/8 inch, 3/8 inch, 1/4inch, 1/8 inch
‘marketmg ot Wantlpg)iomeone to come along and say, and “D” (small). Striped colors are available in 1 inch size. Chips Unlimited
Hey, can you do this?” he says. recommends chip compafibility testing in each individual resin system;

Another central design element for tilt-up contractors ; SR
o , , however, we are not aware of any incompatibilifies with resin systems. You
is inlays, or embedments. Most typically, these consist . . )

O : . : : can visit our web site to learn more and to view our color chart.
of thin brick — literally slices of brick about a half-inch

thick — that give the (convincing) illusion of masonry We also manufacture Glitter Gloze, a spray applied inferior glitter coafing.

construction. This is a proprietary, shimmering metallic glitter look, fextured coafing
“Our thin brick is packaged face down into individual in liquid form. Glitter Glaze is frequently used for Special Events, Visual

plastic holders that snap together on the pour surface,” Merchandising and in the Theatrical indusiry. The glitter component is

says Mario Gutierrez of Scott System Inc., a formliner and frequently used with chips in flooring applications.

brick inlay manufacturer. After the concrete is poured

over the bricks and the panel is finished, they are erected 1824 East 6th Street

and the plastic holders are removed from the face. It’s Tempe, A7 85281

a very quick and economical way to get a good-looking
brick facade, Gutierrez says.

But thin bricks are only the tip of the iceberg. There
are inlays not only for different masonry effects, such as

866-244-7748 - Fax 480-968-2816
www.chipsunlimited.com
info@chipsunlimited.com
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arches, herringbone and soldier courses,
but also for many kinds of stone and
even tile.

For example, Scott and Tucker
at Innovative are particularly excited
about a new embedded tile product
they're getting involved with. Operating
on the same principle as thin brick,
the tile inlay is about 3/8 inch thick,
and according to Scott and Tucker, it
works great as an architectural accent in
combination with other embedments.
Scott says these technological advances
are “really helping the tilt-up guys raise ~ ~
the bar.”

In addition to these two methods,
there is a whole slew of decorative
techniques that can be used with tilt-up
— many of which ought to sound familiar.

For example, Baty of the Tilt-Up Concrete Association
says his group sees a lot of integral color in today’s tilt-up
landscape. Lots of contractors are using surface treatments
such as coatings and stains, and a few people are even trying
to figure out how to do high-gloss diamond polishing with
tilt-up panels.

Project director Alan Nations, with San Diego-based
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Left: A mock-up panel of window and brick work
for an American Constructors Inc. project. It shows
two different mix designs and sandblasting.
Above: The installation of reveals, brick liner and
formwork atthe American Constructors project.

Architects Delawie Wilkes Rodrigues Barker, says that
tilt-up is a great vehicle for elastomeric coatings that
require a very even substrate. “It’s a very smooth palette
to work on,” says Nations, who is actually a newcomer
to tilt-up. “I've personally been surprised with what we
could do with tilt-up.”

Different aggregates, exposed to different degrees,
also play a part in tilt-up design, just as in decorative
work. Cahalane says that although “you've got a certain
performance criteria you have to meet,” when it comes to
choosing an aggregate, your options when it comes to tilt-
up are really only limited by your imagination.

Baty can testify to that. He recalls one project in
particular, done by a contractor in South Africa, for which
the architect had speced out a panel that was a royal blue
color with polka dots in an accent color. After scratching
his head for a bit, the contractor went down to a hobby
store and bought a huge batch of fist-sized foam balls.

He cut them in half, affixed them to his form in an even
pattern, and poured. The resulting panel had embedded,
precast polka dots that were easy to paint in the accent
color after the fact.

“That’s what's most impressive to me about the
industry right now,” says Baty. “The return of the concept
of building as a craftsman even though we're dealing with
what many people still view as an industrial product.”

A veteran of the decorative concrete industry, Ken
Tucker of Pattern-Crete Inc. definitely ascribes to the
craftsman school of thought. Driving around the Chicago
area where his company operates, Tucker saw a lot of big
box tilt-up projects that were, in a word, ugly. There was
a lot of paint, and what with the inhospitable Midwest
winters, it looked terrible. “Within two years youd see
the paint starting to peel off,” Tucker says. With his
background in decorative concrete, Tucker says his first
thought was, “Why don't they stamp those things?” So, he
decided to see for himself what could result from applying

Photos by American Constructors Inc.
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Photos courtesy of Tilt-Up Concrete Association

The Sibaya Casino in Durban, South Africa, is a vivid
example of the extreme levels of craftsmanship that
can be delivered by today’s tilt-up contractor.

traditional decorative concrete methods
to a tilt-up construction project.

The Villa Park, Ill., building,
which would become the new Pattern-
Crete headquarters, was a year in the
planning, says Tucker. Although the
casting process didn't differ much from
traditional tilt-up projects, the fact that
it was a face-up process, instead of face
down, required a lot of careful planning.
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The walls of the Pattern-Crete headquarters
building in Villa Park, IIl., were cast face up.

In particular, care had to be taken to
make sure the lifting hardware was
placed so it wouldn't interfere with the
finished design. “Pattern-Crete is the
only company I know of that’s tried the
face-up method,” says Baty. “Decorative
concrete is so well-known and so well-
accepted in floors, but it’s a medium that
doesn’t move — tilting it up adds a new
challenge.”

As excited as Tucker is about
the success of the Pattern-Crete
headquarters (which is three and a half
years old now and still looks great),
he hasn't found the opportunity to do
another project like it, or persuade
anyone else to give it a go. Part of that
has to do with the preconception that
tilt-up is only good for large-scale or
warehouse-type applications.

“For an 800,000-square-foot
warehouse, (my approach is) not
realistic,” Tucker says. “There is a market
for it — small restaurants, maybe even
housing. It’s just not the big box.”

Despite the scarcity of interest,
not to mention the current economic
environment, the torch is still burning.
“We're very interested in doing more
projects,” Tucker says, “but it’s been
a hard year, so it’s been difficult to
promote it.” Give it another couple
of years, though, and you might just
see your friendly neighborhood tilt-
up contractor trying out a new set of
stamps.

Want to learn more? Search online at
www.concretedecor.net
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Photos by Joe Garceau, Butterfield Color
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Unique Concrete, West Milford, N.J.
Project: Hamburg Church, Hamburg, N.J.

The artisan says: This project began with a proposal to
a church for work on a large set of steps at the main entrance
that were in need of a facelift.

The steps had several cracks, areas that had spalled, and
some sections that had been repaired with thin laminations of
concrete. Also, the top platform was capped in such a way as
to create excessive pitch.

Our estimate was half that of a competitive bid. Our
approach was to use the existing steps as a base and then
cover it with a heavily reinforced unbonded and decorative
concrete overlay. The reinforcement was achieved with
galvanized wire lath, wire mesh, 1/2-inch rerod and
structural synthetic fibers. This overlay was designed to react
independently of the base steps to allow for shrinkage and the
effects of the freeze-thaw cycles.

All of the vertical surfaces were finished with cultured
stone. The concrete was integrally colored, and impressions
were made with “cookie-cutter” stamps and hand chisels. All
of the impressions were deep in order to act as control joints

Befofe
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and arrest shrinkage. These impressions were grouted to
create the realistic appearance of custom masonry.

The church elders were pleased with the results. Due
to their cost savings, they decided to allow us to resurface
another set of steps, a sidewalk and a bell tower.

This method of resurfacing with the unbonded concrete
overlay allows us to isolate cracked and spalled areas so
that they do not transfer through the finished product. The
concrete for this project had a minimum thickness of 1 1/2
inches.

Materials used included: Forte and Nycon synthetic
fibers, Bayferrox integral color, QC Construction Materials
sealers, Anti-Hydro and Owens Corning Cultured Stone.
© (973) 697-0659
(% www.uniqueconcretenj.com


http://www.ConcreteDecor.net
http://www.uniqueconcretenj.com

You interpret. You imagine. You invent.
Together we make it happen.

photo courtesy of -
M Lifestyles LLC

“It's easy to apply, and the heat resistance went
far beyond our expectations!”
Jeff Radley - J & M Lifestyles LLC, Randolph, NJ

-
Fiddle Head Designs . =

“I've been constructing concrete countertops for over ten years
and have tested many sealers. Pro-Seal Products’ is the most stain-
resistant and easiest to apply of allthe sealers | have tested. | would
recommend it to anyone!”

Tommy Cook - Absolute Concrete Works LLC, Poulsbo, WA ’ iy QN R

Why Ultra Shield lI-A is the best sealer in the industry:

Highest Acid & Stain —

Resistance in the Industy ) : photo courtesy of —
_ _+_ Flying Turtle Cast Concrete

Easy to Apply

Eco-Friendly

Heat -Resistant

Can Be Applied Over
Other Sealers, Coatings,
& Even Green Concrete

PRODUCTS, INC.
16541 Redmond Way - Suite 363C - Redmond, WA 98052 - Toll Free: 800.349.7325 - Phone: 425.821.0723
www.prosealproducts.com « information@prosealproducts.com



http://www.prosealproducts.com

< QEZOOS Restoration Contest

First Place, Interior

Abstract Concrete, Rochester Hills, Mich.
Project: Detroit Water Board Building,
Detroit, Mich.

The artisan says: The Art Deco-styled Detroit Water
Board Building has been a familiar part of Detroit’s skyline
since October 1928. The completed building reflects the
trend toward simplification of forms typical of the Jazz Age.
Standing 23 stories, it is comprised of a five-story base, a 15-
story shaft, and a three-story penthouse. Beyond the first floor
lobby, the customer service center is awash in cream-colored
marble on the walls and pillars that frame the inner entrance.

The historic Detroit Water Board Building customer
service center was undergoing a major restoration to return it
to its former glory when Abstract Concrete was called to the
task of restoring the floor. Originally, the floor consisted of a
limestone common to the era, but over the years it had seen
various floor coverings, the latest being an unattractive VCT
tile. Replacing the flooring with the original limestone was
not an option because this replicate stone would be difficult to
locate as well as cost-prohibitive.

Our task was to install a floor that would compliment the
decor of the marble walls. For this we would use a troweled
overlay that we would scribe the pattern into and stain. But
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first, we had to tackle the issues with the substrate. Once
the existing floor, layers of mastic, and patch materials were
removed, we found a substrate with a maze of cracks unlike
we had ever seen. The concrete slab of the era was a floating
slab, and the construction technology was not as refined as
it is today. To deal with this problem, and to prevent further
flooring problems in the future, a special micro-doweling
polyurea-urethane hybrid was used to mend the cracks.
While this solution is not foolproof, it is the best technology
available today to deal with the problem. The special crack
filler penetrates deep into the concrete and remains flexible to
inhibit further crack formation or recracking.

The most complicated task of the project involved
reconstructing the entrance with the addition of a wheelchair
ramp to bring the building into compliance with ADA
standards. This was done, and the installed flooring was
seamlessly integrated.

The flooring consisted of the troweled concrete overlay
with a scribed pattern. It was stained to compliment the
existing marble, in keeping with the Art Deco appearance of
the customer service center. A clear UV-stable epoxy topcoat
finished the surface. <#
© (248) 990-5356
(% www.abstract-concrete.com
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A Safer, More Effective
Way to Prep Concrete

(0]7]1d. €.’ Easy
Removal of Coatings!

_*Photo shows concrete enamel
U being removed after only 15 minutes
T
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Ekocrete
from Ekocrete Inc.

by Emily Panter
iving up to its eco-theme name,
Ekocrete, a new concrete mix, is

made from 85 percent recycled concrete.

The material has crushed recycled
concrete for aggregate and fly ash
waste from coal mills for the base.
Other industrial byproducts provide
nanofibers for crack reduction and
nanopatrticles for surface density to
reduce water penetration.

Chief among Ekocrete’s benefits is
that it offers an alternative to portland
cement. “The cement industry is really
not being honest about the negatives of
cement production,” says Jim Glessner,
president of Ekocrete Inc. “And we
are running out of raw aggregate.
We're trying to eliminate both of those
problems.”

Ekocrete was created after
Glessner and his friends in the concrete
industry began talking about how large
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companies were pushing green products
that are in fact not eco-friendly. Together
they decided to develop a concrete
product that was actually green.

“What we are trying to do is reduce
as much as possible the amount of
cement,” Glessner says. “We are working
with a company in the Bay Area that is
developing a cement process that doesn’t
have any carbon dioxide emission.”

Although fly ash is used in lieu
of portland cement, Glessner assures
Ekocrete performs the same as its
traditional competition. “There’s not a
single caveat with decorative concrete,”
he says. “There is no character change.”

Decorative concrete contractors
should note one exception to that rule:
Glessner says that because Ekocrete
contains so much fly ash, its color is
slightly darker than concrete with
traditional portland cement.

Photos by Jim Glessner
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The first commercial project using Ekocrete is a recently
completed building in Berkeley, Calif. Rachel Hamilton of
Hamilton & Company Architecture was considering using
conventional concrete, but was sold on Ekocrete after talking
to Glessner. “We were trying to go with as green of a product
as we could, throughout everything we were doing,” she says.

Although it’s still too early to tell, so far Hamilton is very
happy with the results.

Ekocrete is currently available as a ready-mix product,
and a bag mix sold as Ekocrete by Buddy Rhodes will enter
the market in Spring 2009, starting in California. However,
the bag mix will only be sold as a high-strength or fence-
post mix. The ready-mix version offers compressive strengths
ranging from 2,000 psi to 10,000 psi.

Although green products typically come with a large
markup, Glessner says Ekocrete will be priced at only 5 to 10
percent more than traditional cement.

“We don't want to make this huge margin,” he says.
“Ultimately I'm in it to do something great for the world.” <#
© 888-898-8181
% www.ekocrete.com

) Polytek &

Development Corp.
The Leader in Liquid Mold Rubber for Cast Concrete

Polytek products have proven they perform BEST.
+ Make the longest lasting molds, liners & stamps!
+ Create the most realistic castings & textures!

Let us show you how. Call our experts today
and get your project started.

800.858.5990 | www.polytek.com

A

j «-_‘al E«I Pros to Know

S S Tamryn Doolan
Mfg./Consultant

J—
= Surface Gel Tek
— uMesa, AZ 85210

(888) 872-7759

tamryn@surfacegeltek.com
www.surfacegeltek.com

Services: Surface preparation consulting, project-driven
graphic design, consulting & estimating, products, classroom &
job-site training, brainstorming ideas.

Bio: Surface prep consultant 8+ years, member ASTM C09 &
D33, co-author and technical contact for ASTM D 4260, Inventor
of the Flattoo™ System. Specializes in “project-driven graphic™
consulting & job site technical support.

Service Disabled Veteran/Woman Owned Small Business.

Sealers - Cleaners - Polishes ~ Sand Stabilizers
Structural Overlayments ~ Repair Mortars

Advanced Technology Products for the Protection, Enhancement
and Maintenance of All Concrete and Masonry Surfaces

GST Intemational, LLC + 5865 Tyrone Rd. Suite 103, Reno, NV 89502, USA
1-888-898-8181 + FAX 1-775-829-2633 » wwwigst-intl.com
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Shot-blasting Equipment

BlastPro Manufacturing Inc. — BP-15 Super

The BP-15 Super from BlastPro Manufacturing
Inc. operates on dual voltage, 230 or 460 volts, and
offers a 15-inch blast pattern.

The newly designed blast wheel features high-
quality Allen-Bradley electrical components and an
advanced air wash system. Traveling at speeds of up
to 100 feet per minute, it has production capacity of
350 square feet to 1,950 square feet per hour. The
BP-15 Super is sold with the BP 9-54 dust collector
to keep work areas clean and dust-free. The machine
is suitable for use on medium to large projects,
including warehouse floors, parking garages and
industrial plants.
© (877) 495-6464
(% www.blastpromfg.com

Blastrac — 1-8DPS

The Blastrac 1-8DPS portable shot-blasting machine is an
economical unit that is self-propelled with forward and reverse
settings, and it offers a travel speed of 2 to 75 feet per minute.

The 4-horsepower blast motor creates an 8-inch cleaning
path, delivering a production rate of up to 430 square feet per
hour. With abrasive consumption of less than 9 pounds per hour,
the self-propelled shot-blasting process saves labor and time,
and it provides a more consistent surface pattern, or profile, for
coatings or overlays.

This portable unit from Blastrac is perfect for
decorative concrete applications such as overlays, as
well as concrete preparation prior to wood floor
or other overlayment installations. The 1-8DPS
requires no drying time, unlike chemical or acid-
etching methods.

At less than 5 feet in length, 40 inches high, and
less than 15 inches wide, and weighing in at only 271
pounds, the Blastrac 1-8DPS is easily portable.

(% www.blastrac.com
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Goff Inc. — 15E13

The Goff Model 15E13 system cleans and prepares
concrete and removes coatings while containing dust
and debris for quiet dust-free operation.

Features include a 13-inch blast pattern, 15-
horsepower blast wheel, variable speed drive, and a
narrow 16 1/2-inch width.

Goff portable equipment products range from
small electric edgers to large high-production units and
fully self-contained diesel riding models with various
cleaning widths. <
© (800) 654-4633
% www.goff-inc.com

RQ'-IISlllll Formliner

v, pacificfermliner.com

800-898-2981

Sundries
Roller Covers

Decorative Products
Countertop mixes

Epoxies Tape
Chips/Flakes Plastic
Colored Quartz Brushes
Lithium Densifiers Mix & Measure
Crack Repair Buckets
Releases Roller Frames
Sealers Squegees
Hardeners 18" Rollers
Eco Friendly Stain Mixers
& Much More. & Much More.

BDC Supply prides itself in having the experience
& expertise to help you succeed. We offer many
different types of training to further your business.

refte Suprply

Equipment & Tools Training
Shot Blast Machines 2009 Course List
Walk Behind Grinders 1. Smart Business increase

Hand Grinders

Dust Collection

Diamond Blades 3. Decorative Concrete 101
Cords 4. Extreme Terrazzo
Powerwashers 5. Extreme Countertops
Generators 6. Concrete Overlays
Mixers 7. Epoxy Cove Base: Do it
& Much More. right the first time.

your profits.
. Surface Prep: Know how
to bid & not lose.

[A"]

Vacuums

WOC Specials can be applied to Training & Discounted Materials.
941 Sak Drive, Crest Hill IL 60403

www.bdcsupply.com Toll Free Order Line 800-647-3314
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Scofield debuts dye concentrate, traction aggregate

New from L.M. Scofield Co., Scofield Formula One
Liquid Dye Concentrate is a penetrating, translucent liquid
dye concentrate designed for use in the production of colored,
ground and polished interior architectural concrete.

Developed as a fast-track alternative to existing
conventional dyes, Scofield Formula One Liquid Dye
Concentrate includes both dye and the extender solvent.
When added to acetone at the job site, it is ready to use
after mixing. After dilution, the Concentrate can be used in
conjunction with Scofield Formula One Lithium Densifier
and Scofield Formula One Finish Coat. The Concentrate is
available in 20 standard colors.

Also new from L.M. Scofield Co., Scofield Traction
Additive is a clear, lightweight synthetic aggregate developed
for use with Scofield concrete curing and sealing materials to
produce textured surfaces with improved slip resistance.

Scofield Traction Additive consists of lightweight
polypropylene spheres that remain suspended in the curing
and sealing compounds, creating a textured surface without
sharp edges. The small, clear particles are not readily
noticeable on the finished floor and they will not discolor the
surface.

% www.scofield.com
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Sealant designed for tilt-ups

Pecora has introduced Tilt-Seal, a
high-quality weatherproofing sealant specifically formulated
for the unique needs of tilt-up professionals.

An advanced acrylic latex sealant, Tilt-Seal provides the
movement flexibility necessary for use with concrete panels.
It also requires no mixing and offers a fast cure time. Tilt-
Seal is a one-component, water-based sealant with color
stability and resistance to ultraviolet rays, ozone and airborne
contaminants. This product is a solvent-free, nontoxic,
environmentally friendly product with a very low VOC
content. No solvents need to be employed in cleanup either
— the applicator simply uses water to remove excess sealant
and to clean tools.

Because this product was designed for being painted over

by professionals, Tilt-
Seal is manufactured
in one color and
configuration:
limestone 5-gallon units.
% www.pecora.com

Eagle releases new
burnisher

Eagle Floor Solutions has
introduced what the company is
calling “the first burnisher designed with
the concrete polishing and refresh market in mind.”

The cordless EnviroPro WA27 shines polished concrete,
terrazzo, marble, VCT and other tile floors without leaving
dust behind. The machine was engineered to apply extra head
weight while refreshing the shine on polished concrete, and
it can easily be adjusted to provide lighter head weight for
traditional floor polishing. It increases the floor temperature as
needed, and it captures airborne dust particulates with a built-
in active vacuum filter system.

The EnviroPro WA27 ships with two pad drivers,
including a metal pad driver for concrete surfaces.
© (800) 633-0519
% www.eaglefloorsolutions.com

Hand-Held
Mixers

STOW Collomix

Professional equipment for professional results

www.stowmfg.com ® 800-289-7869

Automatic
Mixing Systems

STOW

A DIVISION OF MULTIQUIP INC.
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Sakrete’s recyled asphalt patch

Sakrete has launched U.S. Cold
Patch, a ready-to-use recycled asphalt
product that permanently repairs
potholes, depressions or cracks in any
asphalt or concrete surface. It meets the
strictest California emissions standards
and can be applied year-round in all
regions of the country that are subject to
cutback asphalt restrictions as part of an
effort to reduce pollution.

U.S. Cold Patch is made from nearly

T whgad

rake

.

1t easy

You no longer need to spend your days off
tools or supplies to install your fl¢

60 percent recycled asphalt
pavement. It reduces VOC
emissions by at least 60
percent versus medium-cure
cutback asphalt patching
materials and by more than
70 percent versus rapid-cure
cutback asphalt patching
materials. The product is
odorless and cleans up
with soap and water.
Sakrete U.S. Cold Patch is applied

Over 5,000 items in stock.
Same day shipments.
Nationwide jobsite delivery.

s

866-870-RYNO
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directly from the package

to the problem area and is
tamped down or rolled over
with a vehicle wheel for

good compaction. It sets up
immediately and does not
require curing. Patched areas
are immediately available

for traffic, will not need
repatching over time, and can be
repaved without removal of the patched
area.

Sakrete U.S. Cold Patch is available
in 50-pound bags and 3,000-pound
bulk bags. The Sakrete brand is
owned and managed by Sakrete of
North America, a division of Bonsal
American/Oldcastle.

@ (800) 738-1621
% www.sakrete.com

New angle grinder from Metaho

Metabo Corp. has introduced
the new Stone Master WE14-125VS
5-inch angle grinder, which is built
with Metabo’s VIC (Vario Tacho
Constamatic) electronic speed
stabilization, making the grinder ideal
for grinding, cutting and finishing
granite, marble or concrete countertops.

Metabo’s VIC electronics enhance
productivity by constantly monitoring
the rpm of the motor and adding
voltage as the load increases, enabling
the grinder to maintain the same rpm
from no load to full-rated load. A soft-
start feature extends longevity of both
the motor windings and gears. The
WE14-125VS also incorporates Metabo’s
CoolFlow technology, with repositioned
carbon brushes for unrestricted airflow
and a fan that pulls more air through
the tool to keep it running cooler during
operation. In addition, the grinder
features aluminum die-cast housing to
help with heat dissipation and provide
increased durability.

The grinder features a Metabo
LongLife motor and offers 12.2 amps
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and 1,400 watts of power as well as a
variable speed range of 2,800 to 10,500
rpm. Safety features include a toolless
guard adjustment, a spindle lock and
an S-Automatic safety slip clutch to
protect the operator from kickback by
absorbing the torque created if the wheel
binds or snags. The power-interruption
protection feature prevents restart if
power is lost to the tool and the switch
remains in the on position.

@© (800) 638-2264

(% www.metabousa.com

Hammer features antivibration

technology

Metabo Corp. has introduced the
MHE 96 SDS-Max Demolition Hammer,
a demolition hammer that combines a
powerful 15-amp motor with Metabo
VibraTech technology. MVT reduces
vibration and user fatigue due to its
integrated damping system incorporated
into the main and side handles.

The MHE 96’s 15-amp motor
provides up to 1,950 bpm and 27 joules
of single-blow energy. Metabo’s Vario
Tacho Constamatic electronic speed
control enables the tool to maintain
a virtually constant number of blows
per minute between load and no-
load, maximizing the productivity of
the operator. The large D-type rear
handle is vibration-dampened, and
the antivibration side handle can be
mounted in three different positions
for maximum comfort. The oversized
function switch enables the operator
to easily position the chisel face in
16 different positions, and a lockable
switch enables comfortable operation
for long periods. Other integral features
that increase the tool’s durability include
tough aluminum die-cast gearbox
housing, a protected service display,

a safety clutch, and auto-stop carbon
brushes. The MHE 96 measures 27
3/4 inches in length and weighs 26.5
pounds.

© (800) 638-2264

(% www.metabousa.com

Portable heater gets upgrade

Allmand Bros. Inc. has upgraded its
Maxi-Heat portable heater with higher
static pressure.

Incorporating a new fan-motor
combination and increasing the
static pressure from 0.5 wg to 1.5 wg,
the upgraded Maxi-Heat is able to
accommodate up to 110 feet of 16-inch
ducting, as opposed to 40 feet with the

previous model.

The Maxi-Heat features twin
heater units that produce a maximum
of 1,010,000 btu and may be operated
independently, depending on heating
requirements. A standard 1,800-rpm
liquid-cooled Isuzu diesel engine with
regulated generator provides power for
the heaters and electrical accessories. A
191-gallon fuel tank provides more than

Our R&D and Technical
make our new Nan
or whlten! Wen ed
Ultra Se_.
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¢ Blush Proof
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www.DaytonSuperior.com | 888-977-9600
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24 hours of operation without refueling.
In addition to the static pressure

and ducting upgrades, Allmand has

added an in-line fuel heater and

prefilter to the Maxi-Heat's fuel system

to improve heater performance and

durability.

© (800) 562-1373

% www.allmand.com

Intac releases updated software
for contractors

Intac International Inc., maker
of the best-selling Wintac Pro service
management software for contractors,
has released Wintac Pro 2009.

This latest release expands upon
Wintac Pro’s all-inclusive design by
combining the functionality of several
programs into one integrated system.

OUR EXPERIENCE IS HANDS-ON.

At Ball Consulting, we’ve been a supplier of GFRC
and specialty concrete products for nearly 30 years.

But we haven’t just been supplying. We've been working
too. That means we have the experience necessary to not
only provide the materials you need, but to show you

how to use them as well.

No matter the size or the scope of your project,
Ball can help. We’re not afraid to get our hands dirty.

SERVING YOUR NEEDS

GFRC Forton MG Moldmaking Equipment

Sculpting

AMBRIDGE, PA 800.225.2673 TEMPE, AZ 888.967.7727
www.ball-consulting-Itd.com

consulting
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Functions cover customer relationship
management, field service management,
contact management, vehicle
management and complete accounting.
(% www.intacinternational.com

Media News

On the Web

Free online education at
ArchitectCES.com

W. R. Meadows Inc. is
offering free and easily accessible
ATA/CSI approved training at
ArchitectCES.com.

W. R. Meadows’ program,
“Controlling Moisture Movement
In Buildings: The Complete Air
& Vapor Barrier Approach,” is
approximately one hour long and
will earn particpants one learning
unit credit upon successful
completion. The course provides
an overview of the benefits and
advantages of air, vapor and
moisture barriers designed to
protect buildings. It also includes
a discussion on moisture sources
and travel and their negative
impact upon the building.

ArchitectCES.com is an
American Institute of Architects
Continuing Education Services
(ATA/CES) provider. <#

(% www.architectces.com

Correction

The phone number for QC
Construction Products is
(800) 453-8213. QC recently
released the Renew by QC line
of water-based stains.
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This dog puts you in the hunt.

Introducing the first all-in-one floorcare machine for
concrete, stone and marble - only from PowerStar®.

Forget generators, miles of cords and big, bulky,
expensive concrete, stone and marble floorcare
equipment. The Mongrel is here. This tough,
high-performance machine does all the tricks: grinding
(wet and dry), polishing, scraping, deep scrubbing and
stripping. Cutting out the cost of specialty equipment
and generators, it makes getting into concrete floorcare
affordable for just about everyone. Plus, the lightweight,
portable Mongrel fits easily into your van, pickup or
trailer, so you're always ready to get in the hunt.

Unleash the power of the Mongrel for your business.

Call PowerStar at 1-800-334-2246 or visit us online at
www.pioneer-eclipse.com today.

POWERST 7

For more information
call 1-800-334-2246
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Concrete Sawing and
Drilling Association

Training dates for 2009 announced

The Concrete Sawing and Drilling
Association continues to expand its
training program offerings and has
announced its training dates for 2009.

Classes have been scheduled for
both the spring and fall of 2009, and
offer training for varying levels of
knowledge and experience. The first
courses will take place in February 2009
in Clearwater, Fla., and are scheduled as
follows: CSDA Cutting Edge Training,
Feb. 19-20; OSHA Construction Safety,
Feb. 21; CSDA Estimating Training,
Feb. 23-24; and CSDA Wall Sawing 101
Training, Feb. 23-25.

Besides these hands-on and
classroom courses, CSDA’s new online
training Web site was introduced earlier
this year. It offers 21 new online training
courses.
© (727) 577-5004
% www.csda.org

Portland Cement Association

Adverse economic and credit
conditions hurt industry

The weak economy and tight
credit conditions, coupled with severe
job losses and the resulting decline
in state government revenues, will
translate into significant weakness
for the construction industry through

2010, according to the Portland Cement
Association, leading the group to again
adjust its cement consumption forecast.

The latest PCA forecast of cement,
concrete and construction predicts
a 12.8 percent decline in cement
consumption in 2008, followed by 11.9
percent and 2.1 percent declines in
2009 and 2010, respectively.

The PCA report cites the continued
drop in residential starts and the erosion
of the strong fundamentals supporting
nonresidential construction as major
factors leading to reduced cement
consumption. The weak economy also
has affected the public construction
sector.

PCA expects cement consumption
in residential jobs to decline 31.7
percent in 2008 and 16.9 percent in
2009, but a rebound of the market in
the second half of 2010 is predicted
to lead to a 12.1 percent increase in
consumption in that year. Consumption
in the nonresidential sector is expected
to decline 22.2 percent in 2009 and
the public sector will see 6.6 percent
declines in 2009 and 2010.

PCA predicts a recovery to begin
in 2011, with a 10.3 percent increase
compared to 2010 consumption, and
a return to near-record consumption
levels by 2013.

% www.cement.org

The Ultimate In Concrete Design

www.matcrete.com
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% MOST PROFITABLE
Training courses set for 2009 ' - . OLISH ING SYSTEM

Portland Cement Association’s
Education and Training Department’s
2009 course schedule is now available.

Scheduled courses are: Kiln
Process, Design & Control of Concrete
Mixes, Mill Grinding, Troubleshooting:
Solutions to Concrete Field Problems,
Cement & Concrete Overview, and
Cement Manufacturing for Process
Engineers. Registration is available
online or by phone. All courses are held
at PCA headquarters in Skokie, I1L.

(% www.cement.org

Association announces Sustainable
Leadership Award winners

The Portland Cement Association
has announced Sustainable Leadership
Award winners for 2008. The awards

identified local leaders in eight cities e _
across the nation who enacted policies e a'l{h ' LESS DIAMOND WEAR = HIGHER PROFIT
or completed projects that promoted Exclusive Counter- Only with A CONTRx P System

Rotating, Flex-Head 1-800-638-3326 - contrxsystems.com
System Offers Optimum EQUIPMENT DEVELOPMENT CO., INC.

Diamond Performance! EDCO mw

sustainable development through the
use of concrete and other cement-based
products.

callUsiTollFree:

1888.855 3455

www:apfepoxy.com/archconsealers.asp

Arizona Poly looting

Have you found that the typical one part solvent acrylic sealer wears very quickly in heavy foot traffic applications,
gives only moderate performance in vehicle areas and has poor gloss retention in exterior applications?

Our two component, solvent-borne Polyurethane 250 improves on the performance of solvent acrylic sealers in
every important way. This crosslinked material provides wear resistance that is more than double that of solvent
sealers and provides superior exterior gloss retention, stain resistance and cleanability. It is the clear choice for
the finishing touch on your project!

*VOC Compliant
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Husqvarna Hiperfloor™ is a flooring concept foi
the grinding and polishing of old and new concrete
floors. Through market leading R&D strategies, Husqvarna has combined
advancements in planetary floor grinders, floor treatment products and the latest
resin diamond technologies to create a system whereby new and old concrete floors
can be transformed into highly abrasion-resistant, incredibly dense, smooth and
visually appealing surfaces.

HUSQVARNA CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS

17400 West 119th Street « Olathe, Kansas 66061 « T 800-288-5040 « F 800-825-0028

www.husqvarnacp.com
Copyright © 2009 Husqvarna. All rights reserved. Husqvarna is a registered trademark of Husqvarna.

Country Ledge Form Liner.
Accommodates any wall height

! i — T W Y YIRS W

800-282-3388

S WWW. butterﬁeldcolﬁr com
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The winners are: Richard J. Daley,
mayor, and Sadhu Aufochs Johnston,
chief environmental officer, mayor’s
office, City of Chicago, Ill.; Department
of Street Services, City of Dallas, Texas;
Brad Reed, inspection coordinator,

City of Lubbock, Texas; Dennis C.
Kilfoil, executive director, Marion
County Housing Authority, Salem,
Ore.; Najib Fares, PE, infrastructure
manager, Transportation & Public
Works Department, City of Fort Worth,
Texas; Peggy J. Dunn, mayor, and Joe
C. Johnson, director of public works,
Leawood, Kan.; Kurtis J. Grassett,
director of public works, Hancock, N.H;
and Elaine M. Scruggs, mayor, Horatio
Skeete, deputy city manager, and Cathy
Colbath, transit administrator, City of
Glendale, Ariz. ¥

% www.cement.org

Lr vgm&z‘c{/ Conerele peﬁfwm/{pe

BUTTERFIELD%

T B e e =, W U S ¥ W W _— pﬁ

Manufacturlng 3 completemnear
De_coratlve Concrete Products

WOC 2009
Booth #040857



http://www.ConcreteDecor.net
http://www.cement.org
http://www.husqvarnacp.com
http://www.butterfieldcolor.com

PATENT PENDING

EASY APPLICATION « STRONG BONDING « HIGHLY DMBLE

RsCrete™ is a superior interior/exterior decorative concrete floor-finishing product
formulated specifically for creating strong veneered surfaces along with beautiful design
elements over: concrete, tile, even wallboard with tough, long lasting durability.

Great for producing designer quality pool decks; a business in itself.

Train and purchase from your regional distributor worldwide:

Faux Masters Studio
Arizona/California - 888-977-3289

Artistic Painting Studio
California - 559-449-1764
FauxFX .
California « 661-328-1793

Oro Studios
Colorado « 877-676-7883

Faux Effects Intl., Inc.
Florida - 800-270-8871

Sarasota School of Faux
and Architectural Finishing
Florida + 888-454-FAUX

The Finishing Source
Georgia = 404-929-9522

_f
SIORE.«
DECORKTIVE FINISHING PRODOCTS

Paintin’ the Town Faux
Georgia - 770-641-7641

Faux Design Studio
lllinois « 630-627-1011

Surfaces Decorative Arts Studio
Kansas + 913-888-9996

The Faux Finish School®
Kentucky « 800-598-FAUX

New England Institute
of Faux Finishing
Massachusetts - 508-544-9800

Southern Institute of
Faux Finishi
Mississippi - 601-919-FAUX

Bev Daitch Studios, Inc.
Nevada « 702-739-FAUX

The Finishing School
New York - 516-327-4850

Faux Works Studio
North Carolina + 336-841-0130

Prismatic Paintii
Ohio » 513-931-55
FauxEver Beautiful

Studio, Inec.
Pennsylvania « B86-968-FAUX

The Finishing School PA
Pennsylvania « 717-790-3191

Beauti-Faux Finishes
South Dakota - 605-368-2800

Anything But Plain
Texas - 800-444-1170

www.fauxfx:com

FE Dallas
Texas » 972-733-0028

Vigini Studi
Texas'g-”gm—_ztzﬁm

Faux Assured Studio
Utah - 1-877-FAUXSUR

Out of This World Finishes
Washington + 425-896-0309

ArteFaux
Dominican Republic + 809-383-6886

DiBaza De BCS De RL De CV Studio.
Mexico - US-619-864-3952
Mexico-011-526646801744 el

=5 - y
Almagzal Att, EST.
Saudi Arabia - 011-96626687501 ’7\‘!-5. oy
: h';“mi
l‘ o~ J

After: RsCrete™ Saturnia M

o
|


http://www.fauxfx.com

FOR A GHANGE TO WIN A PORTABLE DVD PLAYER

AL TIOTOX

RUISE 09’
The Eastern Caribbean :
“We provide the knowledge,

you provide the swim gear.”

FOR MORE INFO:

Contact Michael Bulnes at (916) 220-6913 or email
us at cdcconcrete@yahoo.com Visit our website for
all the details: www.DecorativeConcreteCruise.com

% .| CONTRACTOR NETWORKING
. EVENT OF THE VEAR

— e
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B ®# Concrete Quarters
I
R MIBRACOTE L. s e eduts

Where Restoration & Decorative Worlds Meet

See us in Our Booth $10354

At The World Of Concrete
-

* Resinous Flooring

* Epoxy, Urethane, Polyaspartic

S « Water Based, High Solids or Low VOC

» Green Building Materials for

" Decorative Finishes

M = Broadcast: Color Chips, Flakes or

: Colored Quartz
§  Chameleon Symphony Effects to Create
% Vibrate Glitter, Sparkle and Color Shifts

= e« Brilliant Base Color Flexibility

« ColorPax E®; ColorPax U®; ColorPax W®

Enwronmema”y friendly producrs for green sustainability in construction!

www.miracote.com
Division of: Crossfield Products Corp. 310-886-9100

fp--v— .
| b |
‘ o

em(UNIER

strength

Z8nCOUNTER is the strongest countertop

ix on the market, eliminating curling
d shrinkage. The enCOUNTER system
frovides a complete line of the finest
ts in one perfect system for an end
result that is strong and beautiful.

iby and see for yourself the strength
ahd\versatility of enCOUNTER. Ongoing
tlemonstrations at Booth # 040719

Custom Finishing Tools ‘\
Hand Finishing Groover < -
Masonry Wallscraper \\ff
Aluminum Straightedges
Concrete Spreader

The Original
Torpedo Groover®

1-800-722-8339

www.slipindustries.com

I*N+D:U<5-T-R*|-E*S

procote.

e Sustainable Coatings Brand

Need a competitive edge?

Performance.

Safel‘.y. There is no compromise!
Acid? Acrylic?

‘Architectural Concrete Stain

~ov: - SoyCrete..,

* Penetrating  « Non-Hazardous
*Permanent  «\frtually Odorless
* Full Control = UV Resistant

* Faster Install « Unlimited Designs

877.366.7547
www.ecoprocote.com

Be sure to check out our
authorized installer program.

Contributes to Green Building LEED:
Building Reuse, MR Credit 1
Local/Regional Materials, MR Credit 5
Rapidly Renewable Materials, MR Credit 6
Low-Emitting Materials, EQ Credit 4

Eco Safety Products, Inc. %

Residential See The Future. Build It Fight Today.
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Circle Reader Service Number @
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!
|

KEMIKO CONCRETE STAIN

Permanent Concrete Stain
Will not fade, chip, or peel
Preferred by professionals - Eight Colors Available
erior Use
ko.com
Call for your |ui.ll dealer - 800-875-4596

SURFACE GEL TEK™
Yeour Claims Reduction Partner

% Concrete Surface Preparation
ol
il

& Decorative Treatments
MADE EASY

Project Driven Graphics
Sta of Texas

Surface Prep & Cleaning
Before / After

Godwin Arch. Concrete-Dripping Springs, TX

FLATTOO™ DEMOS
STARDEK/Color Crown

Surface Gel Tek Booth# N 7911
663 W. 2nd Ave. #15
Mesa, AZ 85210

480-970-4580

Monthly Flattoo Workshops
Phoenix, AZ

Weekly Training

SDVOSB/WOSB STARDEK-Tampa, FL.

www.surfacegeltek.com
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Concrete Quarters

RESOURCES FOR DECORATIVE CONCRETI

AL

GET CUSTOMERS FROM THE WEB

We market your concrete company
and make it easy for customers
to find you!

1=686=90455527
Mention this ad and get a FREE gift!

Total Floor.
Systems F

Stains - Sealers Coatlngs

New 2009
Dyes and Lith-O-Bond™
Lithium “Color Lock
and Hardener”

+ Coatings
< Sealers
< Urethanes

% Repellents
< Epoxies
< Maintenance Products

Reactive Stains in 12 different colors

F Lk

Chem-Coat Industries
800-511-2769 - www.chem-coat.com
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N Jf .J_':.n
KPR-11.5-FLB
Finishing Trowel
* Light weight
* Battery operated

* Quick recharge
* Reduces labor costs

Color Hardeners
Release Agents

Integral Colors
Mortar Colors

Acid Stains MRLRER S
Texture Mats Finishing Trowel
Overlays = Hand held convenience
@Vercoats * Finishes on the spot
Sealers

Kipper Grete™ bbLG
Stencils » . ; :
C terton Prodict Demonstration video online at

R i www.kippercrete.com

www.absoluteconcretecolors.net 866-706-5999 540-434-9009

i Plclstlc Concrete Forms
\IL‘st“ For Years L_’

Patented seamless custom flooring system
combines the appeal of fine art with t"ﬂ.
the durability of concrete. ==te

' dius‘\Work Mude Eosy

Our floors are extremely [ow'maintenance.
No grout lines, no waxing, polishing or buffing -
just clean with clear water! E'

No franchise or royalty fees.
Low initial investment — high profit margin.

Free classroom and on-the-job training for
real world experience!

Interior work —no lost days due to weather.

Apply over any type of stable sub floor.

Offer a dynamic product with unsurpassed
customer appeal thatis revolutionizing
the flooring industry!

<0 Plastiform

Company

NEW SuperBend \'“'/s.n—mfggs
Bend Radius - 10 inches! 800-358-3007
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Isn’t it time you tried

Sim Stain Concrete Stain?

I ll || it nJ"lnum
(i AMBULLY “The wall came out

beautiful and
% | love the product.
=| Thanks again

« UV Resistant

» Fast & No Mess (no waiting for
color or neutralizing required)

+ Control of color — can go over
acid stain to correct color problem

* Penetrates into pores of concrete
giving look of an acid stain with
over 25 colors to choose from

(877)-STAIN EASY (782-4632)

www.simstain.com
L) World Of Concrete Booth # 521901

n r
Decorative

CONCRETE SUPPLY INC

Since 1990
» Releases
> Acid Stains Customer Service
» Polyurethanes Specialists
» Color Hardeners
» Premium Sealers Since 1990
» Tools
» Stamps
» Seminars
» Integral Colors

» Furniture Molds

» Counter Top Mix

» Training & Support

» Self Leveling Overlays
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When A Brush Is The Tool .....

* Topical Stains * Dry Shake &
* Acid Stains * Pigments
* Acid Etching * Microtopping

* Brush Finish
* Surface Preparation
{T al '-“\ n\“‘i.‘r'

‘ al ‘ete® Is The Choice To
3 "FII‘IlSh nght" e

For More Information or For a Distributor
Call 888 - 262- 1570
or visit www.Orange-Crete.com

Riviera Brush Co. - Visit Us At

* Faux

d

7

World of Concrete -- Booth C3905

- s.{ﬁ‘{ihlh“l!imlml ﬁ

PRO SPEC

The _4:t of Brilliant Performance

ProSpec flooring preparation and
concrete repair & restoration
products provide the perfect
canvas for final finishing.

stop by Booth $10917A
at the World of Concrete. Try our
products for yourself and learn
how ProSpec can make your next
project a work of art.

. CCINI i
MUSICA DY Eilglg?\'l RICORDE =

ProSpec Level Set Wear Topping was used to rehabilitate the
concrete floors in the historic Opera Lofts in Chicago, IL.
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11 1Concrete Additives

Remove... |
Grind...
Polish...

No matter how you [ it.
For a FREE Sample Call Toll Free 4

1+877+248-8641

www.ambientglowtechnology.com

600D VIBES
GREAT FINISHES

:
(o
:
£
E
£
iz
=
=
S
S
S

877.786.5067 - Toll Free

Wesley Enterprises, Inc.
ne Siop
FOr All Your

Applicationyools

Roller Covers/Lint-Free - Squeegees -
Mil-Squeegees - Spike Shoes - Spiked
Rollers - Buckets - Pails - Moisture
Detection Kits - Cove Strip - Cove
Base - Safety Items - Blue Tape -
Sanding Disk—-Grit/Screen - Diamond
Blades - Cup Wheels - Gauge Rakes -
Wire Re-Surfacers - Plus Hundreds

PEED @ Of Other tems!
GREED //’ /Z / /I -
SHIPPING!

* Vibrates concrete - not the operator
* One Handle & Two Handle Models

el 1] ) NLUIEACTIIRED RY
ONDA ND MANUFACTURED B

INCORPORATED

1-888-276-6030
www.wesleyenterprises.com
608 University Ave., Bloomington, IL

METAL FORMS | CORPORATION  Phone: 414-964-4550
SINCE " 1909 Fax: 414-964-4503

Learn More at WWW.METALFORMS.COM

BLU=concrete.com

FIGMENTS AGGREGATES ADMIXTURES

Your single source
for special effects

Pigments
Dry
Liquid
SuperMetalz
Custom Match
Admixtures
VCAS CT
Super Sealz”
Super Flowz
Liquid Z
Aggregates
Glowstonez
Diamondz

Shellz D

www.blueconcrete.com

Delta Performance Products
832 E. Hightower Trail
Social Circle, GA 30025

Phone: 770-464-2515
Fax: 770-464-2580
E-mail: sales@blueconcrete.com

_ The Sparkle Grain Finish System is an
eye-catching black sparkle concrete
finish applied: with concrete hardeners '

-fl}l‘ mtermr 811{1 extermr I.ISI‘.‘S

Sparkle Grain is reéomménded wherea
. decorative, hard, long-wearing,
~ - noneslip surface is required.

- Pacific Palette Concrete Products.
P.0: Box 5126 * Santa Cruz, CA 95063
- Tel (831) 457-4566.
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_1_1_1Concrete Marketplace

the Original
Since 1986
| Lime Paint
Silicate Paint

Patina
Solution

= Modified
T Lime Plaster

] Microtopping
Admix

Iron Coating

Stucco
Admix

877-407-9510
www.minerallife.com

PHONEL: 616447 9076 L \E'g
FAX: 8164479078 ¥

Still #1 After
18 Years!

¢ PERMAeCRETE® is an ICC-ES
: compliant, cementitious
: coating specifically tested by
g= ICC-ES for horizontal & vertical
&t applications!

: ® Free Product for Freight!

: * 170 Standard + Custom Colors

i * Up to 6,000 PSI Compressive
* Unlimited Design Capabilities

PERMA+ CRETE

(800) 607-3762 » www.permacrete.com

Advanced Acrylic
Stain Technology

800.466.8781
smithpaints.com

R

NG Soved s CLEANER & TOUGHENER -Sovs74 s COLOR ACCENTS

94 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | Dec 08/Jan 09

THE CONCRETE COUNTERTOP INSTITUTE

Your complete resource
for concrete countertop success.

Learn from Jeffrey Girard, P.E.

Pioneer of engineered
concrete countertops

“I believe in teaching not _just'a step -
by step process, but also the fundamentals of how
concrete works, how reinforcing works and why to
do things a certain way."

www ConcreteCountertoplnstltute com

888-386-7711

s-l

S User: l11u1}*|} leu.L o
e h’t@uﬂd) ' Certitiea 11Lllll!1&; le‘i‘fh“ T
KjeL_luig “'-'(wmiuiqe& =

...l

E’thLﬂb (4%;7
S "’;ﬁ}chi\'d@hi\ cal Mix \

-8962 =

Improve profit: - O0C
Booths

Flow enhance \ N3143 &

Decorative/architectural $10550

www.richway.com

REDUCE DENSITY

Add foam WOVJ concrete

:chway.com

(800) 553-2404

Janesville, |IA 50647 USA
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The Cement Mold Company
LEADERS IN DESIGN & INNOVATION
—

Dealerships Available ,
In Your Area Now!
* Low Cost and HIGH DEMAND E’LANTtR
for Labor/material $29
or our products Ritutl 8850
* Huge Profit Margin C “'
* Fill in those rainy days or slow Your Profit $321!
times of your business
BIRDBATH 262_320-4] 8‘1
Labor/material $25
Retail $295 www.cementmolds.com
Your Profit 270! e-mail: infol@cementmolds.com

Leave your business card... - LD OL
permanerltly Wl | - over200 easy

to use molds
- Good for your
extra concrete
- Increase your
sales & profit

| Call for FREE catalog

_ g | ARMCON MOLDS
: Stamps & Plaques . 2 . &Rail ol e 800 699 2799

.www.berntsen com 1-800-356-7388

Chicagoland’s One Stop Shop, i,
We Have What You Want! - :
We are proud to offer SureCrete ey

Design Products Extreme Series
Countertop Mix - Lithium Densifiers
Terrazzo - Lightweight Vertical

Asphalt Stamped Overlay 3
You know you are EXTREME when you bend your first piece of concrete. | | ! ST Ao building products

It’s time to take your business to the EXTREME! :ﬁi‘;a;ﬁggjggf”s
We have all heard the saying, www.garagecoatings.com
“Once you go EXTREME you never go back”!

Cvestes Suagrpaliy

Color Quartz in 3 Hours!
Flake Floor in 3 Hours!
Clear Polyurea in 1 Hour!
Metallic Floor in 3 Hours!
Monolithic Floor in 2 Hours!

Tbe Besf Clear Polyurea & Harke Ci omrefe Coarrmgs on the Planet!

WOC Specials can be applied to Training & Discounted Materials.
941 Sak Drive, Crest Hill IL 60403

www.bdcsupply.com Toll Free Order Line 800-647-3314

Decorative Concrete Institute

877-DCI-8080 Temple, GA  DCI West  DCI Europe

MAK’HE THE JBB EAS’ER Introducing Paladiano "Wonders of the World" by Bob Harris
\ The new stamping tool series available at your local Brickform/Solomon Distributar.

Weighing less than 50 Ibs,having P by Visit us at the World of Concrete (Feb 3-6) -

- . : b Booth #s: Brickform | A Division of Solomon Colors, Inc.

InlerChangeable air or gas motors { Main Indoor Booth - N724 - North Hall

with a wide variety of blades and / Qutdoor Booth - 040627 - Silver 12 3 South End brickform.com

floats, the HoverTrowel is the only el 2009 Training Schedule:

i i i ! | January 9 - 10 February 19 - 20 March 25 = 27
powe.r.lrowel ln.“:]e IndUStw demgned - 5 . Chemical Staining Chemical Staining & Skim Coats - Stains -
speCIflcally to finish overlays. g & Specialty Techniques Specialty Techniques Dyes (Calgary, AB)

(Santa Barbara, CA) (Temple, GA) ; _
April 21 - 24
: : January 22 - 23 March 12 - 13 Getting Started
—a -3 B | Polished Concrete Chemical Staining & in the Field of
610-856-1961 E - R o with Coloring Systems Specialty Techniques Decorative Concrete
www.hovertrowel.com i I~ (Temple, GA) (Temple, GA) (Temple, GA)
: - - VISIT DECORATIVECONTRETEINSTITUTE.COM TO REGISTER!
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GraniTite®

“Spray on Granite Coating”

+ GraniTite" is the world's first spray-on
granite coating. It does not contain
concrete or cement.
Completely flexible -
unlike concrete.

Totally colorfast and

100% UV resistant.
Highest slip-resistant rating
in the coatings industry.
Ready-to-use in a 5 gallon
plastic pail. No mixing bags
of cement on the job site!
Many colors to choose.

*

.

*

.

*

(865) 430-2244 = www. qramt:le com

Looking for something better?

Ductal ultra-high performance

— | high quality precast applications

Imagine a revolutionary material that offers
strength, durability, ductility and aesthetics.
Its unique combination of superior properties
facilitates the ability to create beautiful precast
elements that are strong, yet thin and lightweight.
| Extremely moldable, Ductal” works very well with
| complex shapes and can be produced in a range of
| colors and textures.

8.0 Chair by Omer Arbel

I WOC Booth 512648
).‘l
/ FARGE  1-866-2DUCTAL
y www.imagineductal.com
CALIFORNIA

CONTRACTORS
= STATE LICENSE BOARD

advancing polymer technologies 1-866-4-floric

www.floricpolytech.com

Concrete Restoration
and Resurfacing
Decorative Flooring &

¢ Floric.

Water Proofing

Solutions for the
Concrete Restoration
& Coatings Industry

Industrial Flooring
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Universal Bucket Holder ..
+ No Spinning - No Tipping - No Sliding /
- Safe And Easy Mixing
- Made Of Solid Steel
- Saves Workers Time And Effort
- Transport Buckets Without The Mess

- Leave Mixing Wand On Drill

- Never Mix A Bucket Between Your Legs Agajnl

ACTIVE CONSTRUCTION
INNOVATIONS

L77-60G0667

Go To Our Website To View

R TiE otean

fiber-reinforced concrete for outstanding,

Bad Pavers? Cracked Concrete?
RubberDek Is Your Solution!

— re Removal - Installed Over.The Top”

Rubber granules provide
a seamless decorative,
non-slip safety surface.

cmbberllel(’

Providing Safety On Solid Ground

www.rubberdek.net
PHONE 866-531-9779 USA OR 407-677-6267 INTERNATIONAL

‘Grow your business with easy to apply Epoxy, urethane

~ and polyaspartic floor coating systems from Key Resin

* Company. Since 1993 we have bEen providing unique resin
floor systems such as Key Luster Metallic Epoxy {pictured)
with supenor technical support and fast lead times!
Come le?rn more at WOC 2009 Booth S21329.

(888) 943-4532

www.keyresin.com

Replacement Hubs

& Diamond Discs for: werk“ aSIer

Up to TWICE the segment life for about 50% LESS COST!

Improved HUB & Disc Design
- Diamonds stay cooler
- Greater disc flex & cushioning
- More efficient grinding
- Fast disc change - just push in
- No more velcro, plastic or weak pins

“Great product, has saved us time, money
and umprmed l.he perfcrmaa:e of our grinders!”

(Also available for OnFloor Grinders) 847.428.7300
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www.cnncrsisl:nunlsftopsupply.com :

www.gfrcstore.com
847.515.2232 e FISHSTONE

info@concretecountertopsupply.com ST RTI0]

pecialties, Inc.

THE LEADING SUPPLIER OF DECORATIVE
CONCRETE PRODUCTS IN THE SOUTHWEST
Bayferrox® Iron Oxide Pigments
Color Hardeners ~ Release Agents ~ Stamping Tools
Acid Stains ~ Epoxies ~ Urethanes ~ Sealers
Waterproofing/Patching Materials ~ Overlays

WE SHIP NATIONWIDE
TOLL FREE 1-877- 709 2220

2,500 Sq. Ft. Training Center
www.cohills.com
36825 East Anne Street~
4874 South ' Warner Drive ~ Apa

Chicagoland’s One Stop Shop,
We Have What You Want!

Single Day Garage Installation
BDC Ultimate Flake Fully Broadcasted
Garage Floor
(Installed product cost of $0.90sq.ft.)
BDC Solid Smooth or Non-Skid Garage Floor
(Installed product cost of $0.60sq.ft.)

Time Is Money 4-Hour Garage Floor Installation Training!
Our Time is Money hands on garage floor training course
will take you step-by-step, start-to-finish in 4 hours. Learn the
secrets to be more profitable and to set your company apart!

WOC Specials can be applied to Training & Discounted Materials.
941 Sak Drive, Crest Hill IL 60403

www.bdcsupply.com Toll Free Order Line 800-647-3314

rrester Saagapal ey

Manufactured Stone Molds

Custom Molds  Business Opportunifies Available

"Takes the
pressire off
venr Knees
& body, lets
you maove
easily!"”

* Aluminum Frame
* Adjustable

* Tool Tray

*2" or 3" Casters

Free u, s , x
\ souh tnasy  InCrease Profits in Comfort!

PatfUS6,30241381

& PRODUCTS INC

Your BEST source for:
- Stamps & rollers
- Overlayments
i - Vertical mix
- Vertical tools
- Countertop mix

888-263-5895

www.walttools.com

Polymer Engraving Stencils
Vlnyl Adhesive Stencils
3D Molds
Edge Forms
3D Stamps

_STENCILS & FORMS

email: info@colledi.com

559-486-7429
www.Colledi.com!

A Division
. Of .
Diverse Signs

Dec 08/Jan 09 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | 97



http://www.ConcreteDecor.net
http://www.bdcsupply.com
http://www.cohills.com
http://www.concretecountertopsupply.com
http://www.miracote.com
http://www.rubbermoldcompany.com
http://www.racatac.com
http://www.walttools.com
http://www.colledi.com

A1 1Concrete Marketplace

Artistic Loncrete Supplies

Products, Resources and Training

Top Product
Manufacturers
in a One-Stop g

Shop!
Buy Online
Today!

www. ArtisticConcreteSupplies.com
Great Phone and Web Tech Support
615-849-8720

/ ~ B6B:906-2006
s o Gt e S Booth #0407 197
.- *RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL 22 e

| @ | Aunique countertop system
' Don'’t tear out outdated countertops or
vanity tops—put DesignCrete over it!

DesignCrete tops: i
= Adhere to many surfaces
« Are totally sealed with

no seams
* Are scratch RESISTANT
* Are heat RESISTANT

to 500 degrees
Our 2-day class will show you
how to transform your client's
top to look like marble, stone,
granite, or a totally custom piece.

231:6/0-03 /1
Become a distributor!
www.designcretehg.com

Reactive
Conc_rete
Stains

Triple-S Chemical
Products, Inc.

www.concrete-stains.com
800-862-5958
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Increase .Ypur Business
Opportunities

* Qualified installers needed

* Training classes held on
3rd Tuesday each month

* Green products—
100% VOC-free
epoxies requiring
no solvents

Mrdlderm] sl
SAUVIACTE LU
The Floaring Look of Tomarrow ... Today
817-540-3000
www.goldenlook.com

* Fastcure time

HEl¥ PERFORMANCE
na POLYMERSS

Buy Direct, by the Drum!

1 Drum ($949) = 11 5gallon buckets
($86.27/5gallon bucket)
INCLUDES FREE SHIPPING!

TO ORDER CALL: (800) 983-6993

To order online, please visit us at:
www.ConcreteOverlayPolymer.com

=

L\

Advertise In
Marketplace!

877-933-8906

www.concretedecor.net
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DECORATIVE CONCRETE SUPPLIES & TRAINING

www.bobharrisguides.com
251 Villa Rosa Road
Temple, GA 30179
770-562-1441 - Phone * 770-562-1471 - Fax

Hands-On Concrete
Countertop Training with
Buddy Rhodes at his

San Francisco Studio!

Visit: www.buddyrhodes.com
for info about class dates,
enrollment, and
distributors

Pre-cast and
cast-in-place 2 day
workshops every
month in the studio
All spanish class
also available

Tel: 877-706-5303

Decorative) |

One Stop Shopping for all your
Decorative Concrete Supplies
and Training

866-854-8881

www.decorativecs.com

OM
5 PRODUCTS

elite crete systems

e S —— T ——

888.323.4445 * www.EliteCrete.com

Subscribe
Today!

877-933-8906

www.concretedecor.net

Professional

Floor Systems

HTC, INC.

5617 Tazewell Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
Phone: 877.482.8700
Fax: 865.689.3991
www.htc-america.com

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: Training Class : :
1 Deoorative Concrete; Sealers, 1
: Coatings, Acid Stain , Epcxdes , Dyes :
1 BASIC & ADVANCED I
1 Dallas, Texas I
1 1-800-511-2769 1
1 1
1 |

WWW.Chem-Coat.com

sSper-Kiete

Products

The Concrete Overlay Experts”

800-995-1716

Training info and registration online at

www.Super-Krete.com

Since 1972

TRAIN WITH THE ORIGINATOR
OF DECORATIVE CONCRETE
Certification Available
Polyureas, Durothanes, Expoxies,
Acid Stain, Nature Stain, Wall Systems
All Decorative Products Available

Visit www.stardek.com
or call 1-800-282-1599

JOIN US FOR THE BEST
DCECORATIVE CONCRETE TRAINING
IN THE INDUSTRY

+ CONCRETE STAMPING & TEXTURING

+ STENCIL CONCRETE RESURFACING

+ STAMP CONCRETE RESURFACING

+ SELF-LEVEL CONCRETE RESURFACING
+ CONCRETE COUNTERTOPS [

+ ACID STAINING

CONCRETE SCORING & ETCHING
+ VERTICAL WALL STAMPING
+ CONCRETE SEALING & SHADING | October 14-17
November 11-14

1-800-533-4702 December 12|

Location: Columbia, SC Duration: Tuesday - Friday, 8 am - 5 pm
SPECIALTY CONCRETE PRODUCTS. INC.

FULL LINE TRAINING

* Green Products! « Epoxy Stone
» Garage Coatings * Stains
* Seamless Industrial Epoxy
* and much more!

August 19-22
September 23-26

-

e
Ml avts '
LIVIATE LUV

The Flooring Look of Tomorrow ... Today

817-540-3000

www.goldenlook.com
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Photos courtesy of J&M Lifestyles

Wood You
Believe It?

eff Kudrick, product manager at

J&M Lifestyles LLC, is always
looking for innovative illusions to create
in concrete. His latest endeavor was
coming up with more traditional designs
for vanities and countertops, as those
make up the bulk of J&M'’s sales. One
solution? Concrete that looks nearly
identical to wood.

“It started with a highly distressed
wood-plank vanity top that displays
in our showroom — a customer came
in and had to have it for her kitchen,”
Kudrick says. “We hadn't even started
thinking about the details of a larger
mold system for the countertops. Once
we had that little push everything
started snowballing.”

The result was a product that
looks so similar to wood that when
cabinetmakers visit J&M'’s showroom
they sometimes need to take a look
underneath to be convinced it is
actually concrete.

“It looked and felt so real that
unless it was pointed out that it
was concrete and not wood, it was
overlooked completely, because the
customers didn't even think it was an

100 | www.ConcreteDecor.net | Dec 08/Jan 09

BE®Fnal Pour

option — they were here for concrete,”
says Michelle Radley, managing partner
at J&M. “However, wood with the
durability of concrete opened up a lot of
doors for our customers.”

The first “wood” countertop was
placed in a New Jersey country kitchen.
“The kitchen has a lot of large timbers
and varying treatments of cabinets,”
Kudrick says. “The concrete wood detail
in the counter tied the varying elements
of the kitchen together and blended in
perfectly.”

In keeping with the rustic theme,
Kudrick’s team incorporated hand-
hammered nails and iron strapping.
They even used actual horseshoes for
trivets. “We had to make voids to go into
the mold that would be an exact match
for the trivet horseshoes,” Kudrick says.

In total, the team created six
countertops for the kitchen project.
“Everyone who has seen it wants it,” he
says. “Many projects are in the making.”

For an island countertop, Kudrick
wanted to break up the wood look
with a unique sink designed to look
like rock. Fitting the boulder sink, a
J&M signature concept, into a gap in

the “wood” countertop was one of the
biggest challenges of the project.

Another challenge was matching
the colors in the countertops to the
pre-existing windowsill. “We had to
create the countertops after the fact, and
we were able to match them exactly,”
Kudrick says.

Now that their first “wooden”
concrete countertop project is complete,
J&M is busy working on automating
the process to teach it to other industry
professionals. Their Infinicrete mix
allows for pouring the molds with no
fill, which would interfere with the
wood grain. They also used Pro-Seal
Ultra Shield II-A, a penetrating sealer
that is very stain-resistant without
compromising the feel of the “wood.”

“This is not a process for the
impatient or faint of heart. Any mistake
in the many steps of concrete would
renders the slab useless,” says Radley.
“Repairs are not an option. But the
rewards far outweigh the costs.” <
© (973) 668-5057
% www.jmlifestyles.com
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UL,
- Concrete Polishing Solutions
i - ACPT Company

Metal Bond Diamonds Resin Bond Diamonds T2 Hybrid Diamonds Densifiers Sealers Penetrating Dyes

Hands-On Demonstration ¢ Industry Training e 24/7 Technical Support

WWW.g202cps.com 877-472-8200
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SUPERSTONE has been setting the
. :
o
[

standard for Decorative Concrete
Systems for over 25 Years by using

cutting edge materials and consultmg

with our clients to identify the needs
of the industry to produce a product
that is durable, reliable, and
let's take it one step further -y
.. beautiful. | -

the next step
in concrete toppings. .

GONECHUSHON
[erSUpersioneseniansehiedile:
B05-681E8 561 IGTAWWIVSUPETSIONECOTT

» ChlorStain® « Super Surface® - Super Tex® « SuperTex Wet & Ready® - Stamp Tool Patterns =
» Color Hardener - Crack Repair Kits « Integral Colors - Bubble Gum Liquid Release® =

+ Release Powder - Sealers + Overlayment Systems « Super Hydro Tone Stain «
. Epoxy Coatings- Seamless Epoxy System » Countertop Epoxy » Training Seminars s

AN L AR ‘ cle® e r“.‘- \/E ) 64\ CVRTEN N
305-681-3561 - WWW.SUPERSTONE.COM - 800-456-3561
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